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INTRODUCTION. 


It  is  judicioufiy  remarked,  by  one  of 
the  moft  elegant  hiftorians  of  the  prefent 
age  *  that  the  Americans,  by  communi¬ 
cating  the  venereal  difeafe  to  their  con^ 
querors,  have  not  only  amply  revenged 
their  owri  wrongs,  but  by  adding  this 
calamity  to  thdfe  which  formerly  embit¬ 
tered  human  life,  they  have  perhaps 
more  than  counterbalanced  all  the  bene¬ 
fits  which  Europe  has  derived  from  the 
difcovery  of  the  new  world.  I  prefume 
this  will  not  appear  the  leaft  exaggerati¬ 
on,  on  a  due  coiifideration  of  the  many 
ills  entailed  on  the  Europeans  ever  fince 
the  introduftioil  of  this  difeafe  among 
them. 

Wheist  it  is  confidered,  with  what 
aftonifhment  and  furprize,  the  phyficians, 
at  the  clofe  of  the  fifteenth  century,  be^ 
held  the  introduftion  and  rapid  propaga- 

B  tion 

*  Dr.  Robertfon  in  his  Hiftory  of  America. 
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tion  of  the  venereal  difeafe  throughout  all 
Europe,  the  degree  of  attention  with  which 
it  has  ever  fince  been  confidered  by  the 
medical  literati,  and  the  numerous  fpeei- 
fics  every  day  held  out  for  it's  eafy^  fafe,' 
and-  expeditious  cure,  the  fubjeft  may^ 
by  fome,  be  deemed  exhaufted,  and  the' 
prefent  undertaking  totally  fuperfiuous. 

But  it  muff  be  obfervedy  that  many 
concurring  circumftances  retarded,  for  a 
long  time,  the  progrefs  that  phyficians 
and  furgeons  otherwife  would  have  made 
in  the  true  knowledge,  and  regular  me¬ 
thod  of  treating  the  venereal  difeafe  j  for^ 
on  it's  firft  appearance,  the  difeafe  was 
entirely  new  to’  them,  and  accompanied 
with  fuch  unufual  and  malignant  fymp- 
toms,  that  inftead  of  adminflering  any 
helps  to  the  miferable  fufferers,  they  aban¬ 
doned  them  as  victims  of  the  divine  wrath 
on  the  unbridled  fenfuality  of  the  times  j 
and  after  fome  time,  when  they  began  to 
make  any  efforts  towards  finding  out  fome 
method  of  curing  this  difeafe,  fuch  of 
them,  whofe  endeavours  proved  fuccefsful 
ftudioufly  kept  the  medicines,  by  which 
they  affefted  the  cure,  a  profound  fecret ; 

by 


INTRODUCTION.  lii 

by  which  means  fome  furgeons  accumula* 
ted  large  fortunes. 

The  natural  confequence  was,  that  no 
rational*  method  of  cure  was  adopted  ;  that 
the  common  treatment  of  this  difeafe  was 
chiefly  empyrical  j  and  that  it  was  not  un¬ 
till  towards  the  beginning  of  this  century, 
we  had  any  rational  method  of  treating  the 
venereal  difeafe,  laid  down  by  medical  au¬ 
thors. 

For  a  more  detailed  account,  I  refer  the 
curious  to  the  elegant  edition  of  Aphrodi- 
fiacus,'  publiflied  under  the  infpeftion  of 
the  great  Boerhaave,  and  I  will,  with  all 
the  brevity  the  fubjeft  admits  of,  lay  be¬ 
fore  the  reader  the  moft  refpeftable  mo¬ 
dern  opinions  of  the  different  methods,  that 
fhould  be  employed  in  the  cure  of  the  ve¬ 
nereal  difeafe  ^  by  which  he  will  be  the  bet¬ 
ter  enabled  to  judge,  how  far  the  prefent 
general  mode  of  treatment  admits  of  being 
improved. 

Whoever  will  confult  Wifeman,  one  of 
the  moft  refpe6lable  authors  we  have  in 
furgery,  will  find  that  the  fymptoms  of  the 

B  2  venereal 
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venereal  difeafe  were,  in  general,  much 
more  fevere  in  his  time  than  they  are  at 
prefent  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the 
mode  of  practice  was  ftill  much  feverer. 
In  claps,  large  and  repeated  dofes  of  dra^ 
ftic  purges,  mercurius  dulcis,-  turpeth  mi¬ 
neral,'  were  the  medicines  employed,  even 
in  the  inflammatory  ftate  of  the  difeafe, 
andfome  of  the  turpentine  tribe  were  given 
to  compleat  the  cure.  In  cafes,  where 
there  was  any  venereal  fore,  they  were 
powdered  with  red  precipitate,  and  dreffed 
with  the  moft  acrid  and  ftimulant  applica¬ 
tions*  In  a  confirmed  pox^  the  hot  falivat- 
ing  method  of  treatment  was  adopted ;  the 
patient  was  crammed  into  a  narrow  room 
heated  with  a  ftove,  if  it  could  be  procur¬ 
ed  ^  the  admittance  of  any  frefh  air  was 
fhut  out  by  blankets  put  up  to  the  door  and 
windows,  and  a  fcreen  furrounded  the  pa¬ 
tient  :  There  he  fat,  half  fuffocated  in  his 
own  hot  putrid  atmofphere,  and  was  rub¬ 
bed  with  mercurial  ointment  until  his 
tongue  generally  lolled  out,  the  infide  of 
his  mouth  all  covered  over  with  floughs,  fo 
that  a  rolled  clout  muft  be  thruft  between 
his  teeth,  to  keep  his  chops  from  clofing. 

In 
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In  this  hideous  pickle,  he  was  to.  lie  for 
twenty-five  or  thirty  days. 

It  is  no  wonder  that  many  fell  viftims 
^  to,  this  prepofterous  mode  of  treatment, 
few  conftitutions  being  able  to  endure  it, 
and  that  every  conftitution  muft  be  infalla- 
bly  ever  after  materially  injured  by  it. 

Our  Englifli  Hippocrates,  the  great 
Sydenham,  lays  it  down  as  an  axiom,  that 
as  the  venereal  virus  is  of  a  very  inflam- 
matpry  nature,  the  principal  attention  in 
;t*s  cure  (hould  be  evacuation.  In  a  clap, 
recourfe  piuft  be  had  to  ftrong  draftic  pur¬ 
ges,  which  muft  be  perfifted  in  for  a  long 
time.  The  firft  fourteen  days  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  he  purges  the  patient  every  day  ^ 
then  every  fecond  day;  and  towards  the 
latter  end,  twice  a  week.  Should  the  cure 
go  on  but  flowly,  eight  grains  of  turpeth 
mineral,  given  twice  or  thrice  at  due  in¬ 
tervals,  he  accounts  extremely  effe6lual. 
Where  the  patient  rejefts  purgative  me¬ 
dicines  by  the  mouth,  he  fubftitutes  clyf- 
ters.  Balfam  of  Mecca,  or  Cyprus  tur¬ 
pentine,  clpfes  the  cure.  He  thinks  in- 
jeftions  do  much  more  mifchief  than  fer- 
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vice  j  and  rejefts  the  ufe  of  mineral  wa¬ 
ters,  or  decoftion  of  the  woods,  in  the 
cure  of  a  gonorrhea. 

As  Dr.  Sydenham  does  not  account 
mercury  a  fpecific,  in  the  cure  of  the  ve¬ 
nereal  difeafe,*  only,  in  as  much  as  it  is 
pofTefied  of  a  fuperior  efficacy  to  other 
medicines,  in  exciting  a  fallivation,  there¬ 
fore,  in  a  confirmed  pox,  he  rejefts  as 
not  only  ufelefs,"but  highly  detrimental, 
all  preparation,  as  bleeding,  purging,  or 
bathing,  previous  to  putting  the  patient 
under  a  falivation :  the  lefs  the  patient’s 
ftrength  is  debilitated  by  thofe  means,  the 
furer  he  is  of  fuccefs.  His  whole  attenti¬ 
on,  during  the  treatment,  is  to  keep  up  an 
high  degree  of  falivation,  which  if  the 
rubbing  does  not  efi'e6l,  he  gives  tui*peth 
mineral,  or  mercurius  dulcis  5  and  of  the 
latter  medicine  he  gives  a  dofe  once  a 
week,  for  fome  months  after  the  cure  is 
apparently  effefted,  for  fear  of  a  relapfe. 
He  is  againft  carrying  off,  by  purging, 
any  remains  of  the  fpitting  after  the  courfe 
is  over)  and,  during  the  whole  treatment, 
allows  the  patient  fuch  light  meats  as  his 
appetite  inclines  to. 


I  HAVE 
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I  HAVE  been  often  led  to  imagine  that 
Sydenham,  when  treating  of  the  venereal 
difeafe,  wrote  more  from  theory  than  prac¬ 
tice  ;  for  otherwile  the  many  fatal  confe- 
quences,  that  muft  inevitably  attend  fuch 
a  mode  of  practice,  would  have  foon  con¬ 
vinced  this  fagacious  obferver  of  his  er¬ 
ror  5  and  the  ingenous  candour,  that  fo 
ftrongly  charafteriles  this  great  man, 
would  have  induced  him,  for  the  good  of 
mankind,  publicly  to  confefs  it. 

The  methods  of  cure  in  the  venereal 
difeafe,  laid  down  by  Wifeman  and  Sy¬ 
denham,  were  for  a  long  time,  with  ,no 
material  variation,  followed  throughout 
Europe,  both  by  authors  and  praftitio- 
ners ;  and  as  it  would  be  an  uninterefting 
prolixity  to  give  a  detail  of  them,  I  will 
pafs  them  over  to  the  time,  when  the  ce¬ 
lebrated 'Aftruc  gave  one  of  the  moft  com- 
,pleat  treatifes  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  that 
was  ever  given  of  any  diforder. 

•  *  i  xlv 

,  ^  j  •  ‘  \  * 

The  cure  of  a  clap  he  ^confiders  atithree 
different  periods.  In  the  firff,  or  in¬ 
flammatory  flate,  he  direfts  us  to  employ 
large  and'  repeated  bleedings,  and  thinks 
3  that 
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that  the  indication  for  copious  bleeding  is 
as  ftrongly  pointed  out  in  this  cafe,  as 
in  that  of  a  peripneumony,  or  a  difente- 
ry.  He  orders  large  quantities  of  cooling 
emulfions  to  be  frequently  drank,  the 
bowels  to  be  kept  free  by  emollient  clyf- 
ters,  opiates  if  the  fymptoms  are  violent, 
cooling  injedlions,  fomentations,  pulti- 
ces  &c.  to  the  penis  and  perineum,  and  a 
very  flender  regimen. 

In  the  feccndftage,  when  the  inflamma¬ 
tory  fymptoms  have  fubfided,  after  pur¬ 
ging  two  or  three  times  with  jallap,  dia- 
gridium,  or  calomel,  he  has  recourfe  to 
mercurial  friftions  every  fecond  day,  to  be 
moie  immediately  employed’  about  the 
parts  of  generation  and  perineum.  He 
continues  the  fame  fevere  regimen. 

In  the  third  flage,  he '  compleats  the 
cure  by  fome  of  the  turpentines,  mineral, 
acidulated,  vitriolic,  or  fleel  waters,  or 
the  common  aflringents.  He  reprobates 
aflringent  injeftions.  .  ,  ? 

In  what  he  terms  the  dry  gonorrhea,:  he 
pulhes  the  antiphlogiflic  treatment  much 

farther ; 
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farther 5  for  he  even  bleeds  every  fourth 
hour. 

» 

In  the  cure  of  a  confirmed  pox,  he 
prefers  falivation  by  merculiar  friftions. 
He  is  extreamly  detailed  in  defcribing  the 
neceflary  previous  preparation  :  bleeding, 
purging,  warm  bathing,  medicated  broths, 
and  llender  regimen.  He  fays  it  is  feldom 
we  can  difpenfe  with  lefs  than  ten  baths ; 
more  generally  he  orders  twenty.  After 
this  courfe  of  bathing,  the  bleeding  and 
purging  muft  be  repeated.  He  then  has 
recourfe  to  the  mercurial  friftions*,  which 
he  fo  direfts  as  to  keep  up  a  full  regular 
fpitting,'  from  two  to  three  pints  in  twen- 
four  •  hours,  which  he  thinks  eflentially 
neceflary  to  continue,  until  the  cure  is 
com  pleated.  He  then  wafhes  out  and 
purges  the  patient. 

However  well  calculated,  in  general, 
the  method  laid  down  by  this  learned  au¬ 
thor,  for  the  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe 
may  be ;  yet  I  believe  it  will'  be  readily 
admitted,  that  few  patients  will  confent 
to  be  repeatedly  bled  for  a  clap,  as  if  they 

had 
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had  an  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  or  un¬ 
dergo  twenty  preparatory  warm  bathings, 
before  they  are  put  under  a  falivation. 

Not  long  after  the  celebrated  Aftruc 
wrote  his  elaborate  treatife,  phyflcians  and 
furgeons  became  extremely  divided  in  their 
opinions,  as  to  the  method  of  adminifler- 
ing  the  mercurial  friftions  in  a  confirmed 
pox.  Some  of  the  rnofl  refpeftable  fol¬ 
lowed  the  plan  laid  down  by  Aflruc ; 
while  the  greater  number  of  praftitioners, 
in  France,  followed  the  Montpellier  me¬ 
thod  of  extinftion :  that  is,  after  having 
previoiifly  made  the  patient  take  twenty  or 
thirty  warm  baths,  and  kept  him  to  a 
flender  humefling  ^gimen,  medicated 
broths  &c.  the  friftionswere  fo’adrnih- 
ftercd  as  not  to  raife  ‘any  fpitting,  and 
continued  fo  for  three  or  four  months, 
until  the  venereal  virus  was  totally  eradi¬ 
cated.  *  ‘  '  '  . :  "  . 

■  '  r  *  ?  f*  .  ^ 

•  r'  *  if: 

—  »  ’  .  I  .  ^  .  V  * 

The  celebrated  Van  Swieten,'  in  hrs 

*  ►  ▼  f  •  .  ► 

commentaries  on  Bberhaave's  aphorifms,  * 
in  a  great  meafure  adopts  the  opihioh  bf 
'  his 
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his  illuftrious  mafter,  in  treating  of  this 
difeafe.  In  the  treatment  of  a  clap,  if 
we  except  his  difapprohation  of  bleeding, 
which  he  thinks  is  very  feldom  neceffary, 
we  find  nothing  new ;  for  he  follows  the 
general  mode  of  pra6lice,  and  effefts  a 
cure  chiefly  by  purgatives. 

In  a  confirmed  pox,  he,  by  far  prefers  a 
falivation  raifed  by  internal  mercurials,  to 
one  procured  by  unflion ;  as  the  quantity 
of  mercury  introduced  into  the  fyftem  is 
much  better  afcertained,  when  mercurius 
dulcis  three  times  fublimed,  or  white  preci¬ 
pitate,  is  made  ufe  of,  in  preference  to  the 
rubbing  of  mercurial  ointment ;  for  the 
quantity  of  mercury  introduced  in  this  lat¬ 
ter  method  mufl:  be  uncertain ;  befides,  as 
it  does  not  pafs  out  of  the  fyftem,  as  readily 
as  faline  mercurials,  it  may  accumulate,  and 
be  depofited  in  dangerous  quantities  in 
different  parts  of  the  body,  and  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  the  worft  confequences. 

But,  above  all  methods  of  curing  a 
confirmed  pox,  he  prefers  the  fo  well  known 
folution  of  corrofive  fublimate  in  brandy, 

or 
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or  corn  fpirits :  By  this  medicine,  which  is 
in  general  ufe  in  St.  Mark’s  hofpital  in 
Vienna,  in  the  courfe  of  eight  years,  four 
thoufand,  eight  hundred  and  eighty  perfons, 
labouring  under  the  venereal  difeafe,  were 
prefeftly  cured,  without  undergoing  any 
tedious  preparation,  or  having  any  danger¬ 
ous  fymptom  intervene. 

The  ingenious  author  ^  of  the  parallel 
of  the  different  methods  of  treating  the 
venereal  difeafe,  is  extremely  fevere  in  cen- 
furing  this  method  of  treatment ;  and  af- 
ferts  that,  from  repeated  experience,  he  has 
found  the  adminiftration  of  the  folution, 
in  venereal  cafes,  to  be  very  precarious, 
and  by  no  means  produftive  of  the  good 
effefts  fo  lavifhly  promifed  by  the  Vienna 
praflitioners. 

I  prefume  it  will  evidently  appear,  from 
a  general  review  of  the  great  number  of 
authors,  who  have  written  on  the  venereal 
difeafe,  that  it  is  not,  at  prefen t,  attended 
with  thofe  malignant  and  dreadful  fymp- 

toms, 

*  Suppofed  to  be  Dr.  Petit,  profefTor  of  Anatomy  in  the 
king’s  garden  in  Paris. 
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tomSj  as  at  it’s  firft  introduction  into 
Europe.  This,  I  think,  may  be  juftly  at¬ 
tributed  to  the  progrefs  that  has  been  made, 
in  the  knowledge,  and  proper  method  of 
adminiftering  mercury,  and  it’s  various 
preparations  ;  by  which  the  a6livity  of  the 
virus  being  generally  leffened,  the  difeafe  is 
not  communicated  with  that  degree  of  vi¬ 
rulence;  fo  that  it  is  probable,  in  fome 
centuries,  it  may  totally  difappear,  and  like 
the  leprofy  be  known  only  by  defcription. 
But,  notwithftanding  it’s  fymptoms  do  not 
make  that  rapid  and  fatal  progrefs,  we  find 
they  did  two  centuries  ago,  yet  they  are 
fully  fufiicient  miferably  to  curtail  life  by 
flow  but  fure  degrees. 

There  is  no  difeafe  that  has  more  en¬ 
gaged  the  attention  of  praClitioners,  or 
which  they  employ  fuch  a  variety  of  dif¬ 
ferent  means  to  combat.  There  are  but 
few  of  the  profeflion,  that  do  not  think 
themfelves  polTelTed  of  fome  fecret  method, 
by  which  they  can  more  fafely  and  expedi- 
tioufly  effedl  a  cure  than  others. 

As  the  inefficacy  of  the  woods  is  long 
fince  known,  mercury,  under  various 

forms 
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forms,  is,  at  prefent,  accounted  by  pradli- 
tioners  to  be  the  only  fpecific;  but  the 
mode  of  adminiftering  it  is  what  they  are 
divided  about.  Some  adminifter  the  unfti- 
on,  pretty  much  in  the  old  way,  fo  as  to 
excite  ah  high  degree  of  falivation,  for  thir¬ 
ty  or  forty  days  or  more;  while  others 
ftudioufly  avoid  making  the  mouth  fore,  by 
which  means  a  falivation  and  it’s  difagree- 
able  confequences  are  prevented* 

Various  are  the  internal  preparations  of 
mercury  made  ufe  of ;  the  folution,  preci¬ 
pitates,  calxes,  Keyfer’s  pills,  and  Plenck’s 
gummy  folution  ;  befides  decoftlons  of 
mezereon,  lobelia,  bardana,  farfaparrilla, 
guaiacum,  fafiafras,  and  China  roots ;  Thofe 
have  all  had  theirday,  and  I  make  no  doubt 
any  of  them  fingly  may  fucceed  under  dif¬ 
ferent  circumftances ;  fo  that  it  has  been 
judicioufly  obferved  by  the  great  Morgag¬ 
ni  that  many  methods  of  cure  former¬ 
ly  made  ufe  of  have  been  deferted,  and 
thofe  which  had  been  exploded  fubftituted 
in  their  room,  in  this  difeafe  more  than  in 
any  other ;  which  Ihews  the  great  diverlity 

of 

•  Vide  his  work  De  Caufis  et  Sedibus  Morborum.  vol. 
iii.  p.  358. 
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of  opinions  about  the  proper  method  of 
treating  thofe  cafesi 

/ 

It  is  an  unfortunate  circumfttoce  for* 
the  progrefs  of  phyfick  in  general,  and 
really  not  fmgular  in  regard  to  this  difeafe, 
that  pra6litioners,  who  have  adopted  a 
inode  of  treatment,  that  may,  in  the  courfe 
of  their  pra6lice,  prove  generally  fuccefsful, 
become  fo  prejudiced  in  it's  favour,  as  to 
give  it  the  preference  to  the  exclulion  of  all 
others.  My  chief  objedl,  in  the  fubfequent 
curfory  obfervations^  istodiftinguifli,  from 
the  different  circumftances  of  infeftion, 
and  habit  of  body,  how  far  one  method  will 
be  preferable  to  another. 
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SECTION  I. 


.  (  \  J  t  »  ^  T  «  ,  *. 

^  general  defcription  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe^ 
and  if  s  propagation. 

-  •  -  f  *  '  •  *  . 

T3h  E  venereal  difeafe  may  be  propagat¬ 
ed  in  various  ways.,  The  ^  more  general 
are,  when  it  is  hereditarily  tranfmitted  from 
parents  to  their  children  ^  or  when  it  is 
acquired  by  impure  coition,  by  fuckling 
difcafed  children,  or  by  what  may  be  term¬ 
ed  fimple  contaft,  where  two  perfons  lie 
together,  one  of  them  being  infefled  with 
venereal  fungufes,  puftules,  &:c.  over  the 
furface  of  the  body :  This  is  at*  prefent, 

C  among 
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a:npng  th?  foqrer  fort  of 'people,  a  Very 
commotn  manner  of  propagation. 
There  arc  many  other  ways  6f  contrafting 
this  diforder,  a  detail  of  which  would  not 
be  interefting. 

An  attentive  obferver  will  readily  per¬ 
ceive,  that  in  whatever  manner  the  vene¬ 
real  virus  is  communicated^  many  cir^ijm* 
fftances,  extremely  important  to  every  prac¬ 
titioner  to  be  informed  of,  will  contribute 
to  it’s  being  developed  with  a  more  or  lefs 
degree  of  virulence. 

I  PRESUME  it  will  appear  pretty  evident, 
that  when  the  venereal  difeafe  is  hereditari- 
ly  tranfrnitted,  the  degree  of  virulence, 
with  which  the  child  will  be  infefted,  mufti 
be  extremely  different,  which  the  confide- 
ration  of  the  following  cifcumftances  may 
more  immediately  ferve  to  point  out.  Chil- 
dreh  begot  by  parehts  aftuallypoxed  fhoulii 
have  this  difeafe  in  the  higheft  degree  of 
infection,  as '  not  only  the  very  principles 
of  life,  but  thofe  of  nutrition  alfo,  are  en¬ 
tirely  contaminated  ^  but  if  either  the  fa¬ 
ther  or  mother  be  found,  ^  one  of  them  on¬ 
ly  being  poxed,  the  child  will  not,  of  con-^ 

lequence ; 
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fequence,  be  fo^  highly  difeafed ;  and  if 
the  parents  have  hot  acquired  this  difeafe 
until  fome  time  after  the  conception^  the 
child  will  be  ftill*  lefs  infefted,  and  I  have 
feen  fome  inftances  where  children  were 
born  under  fuch  circumftances  undifeafed. 
The  eafinefs  of  effefling  a  cure,  in  thofe 
different  cafes,  Will  depend  on  the  degree 
of  viruknceof  the  diforder  ** 

When  the  venereal' difeafe  is  acquired  by 
coition,  there  are  many  circumftances, 
which  contribute  to  man  or  woman’s  re¬ 
ceiving  the  infeiftion  in  an  high  degree  of 
virulence.  This  may  be  particularly  ob- 
ferved  in  young  people,  who  contraft  the 
difeafe  in  their  firft  effay  :  the  impetuofity 
and  warmth  of  their  paffion,  the  abforbcnt 
ftate,  as  I  may  fay,  of  the  parts  of  genera¬ 
tion,  and  the  little  attention  they  pay  to 
waftiing  clean  thofe  parts  after  the  aft,  ren¬ 
der  them  extremely  fufceptible  of  all  the 
malignity  of  the  diforder :  efpecially  if  the 
party,  who  communicates  it,  has  a  virulent 
running,  chancres,  ulcers,  &g.  in  the  ftate, 

,  of 

*  There  are  many  curions  inftances,  relative  to  this,  to 
found  in  Petit’s  confuitatioiis,  pubUfhed  by  Fabrc. 
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of  inflammation,  which  gives  to  the  virus  a 
fuperior  degree  of  aftivity.  In  thofe  cafes, 
the  difeafe  is  foon  developed  with  every 
degree  of  virulence,  'and  generally  makes 
a  rapid  progrefs* 


It  is.  not  fo,  in  general,  with  old  veterans 
in  amours,  or  in  thofe  that  have  a  natural 
frigidity,  and  who  have  to  do  with  thofe 
in  whom  the  difeafe  is  partly  fubdued,  or 
on  the  decline  •  elpecially  if  the  fymptoms 
on  the"  parts  of  generation  have  difappear- 
ed,  although  the.  virus  has  paffed  into  the 
general  fyftem.  '  We  often  find  under  thofe 
circumftances,  particularly  if  the  party  is 
careful  to  walli  clean  thofe  parts,,  and  fhake 
water  immediately*. after  the  aft;  there  arc 
many  inftances  of  men  and  wbrheii  coha¬ 
biting  without  beingnnfefted  ;  and  when 
rifeyTare,  the  developement  of  the  virus  is 
genftally  flbw,’  *and  unattended  with  the 
acitteTymptoms  of  this  difeafe.  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  frofrt^repeated  experience,  that’ there 
are ‘fbme"  particular  habits  of  body,  and 
difpofition^'in  the  parts  of  generation, 
which,  under  the  fame  circumftances,  are 
more,  readily  infefted  than,  others 

"•  'When 


*  Vide  Note  i. 
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When- the  father  and  mother  of  a  child 
are  both  poxed  in  an  high  degree,  it  often 
happens  that  the  child  dies  of  the  difeafe, 
in  utero,  and  the  woman  is  brought  to  bed 
before  her  time ;  or  if  (he  goes  her  full 
time,  and  the  child  be  born  alive,  it  carries 
with  it  evident  marks  of  the  difeafe.'  But 
in  cafes,  where  the  parents  are  under 
cure,  or  have  the  diforder  ort  the  decline, 
or  not  in  a  virulent  degree,  children  are, 
under  thofe  circumftances,  often  born  with-' 
out  any  appearance  of  being  infeft'ed^  nor 
is  the' virus  developed  in  many  until  fome 
months  after,  perhaps  at  the  tirrie  of  "denti¬ 
tion  or  weaning,  or  often  in  an  ahomalous 
manner,  or  degerieirates  into  another  di¬ 
feafe,  as  the  fcrophula,”  rickets,  &c.  and 
perhaps  to  this  may  be  attributed  that  de¬ 
gradation  of  our  fpecies,  fo  vifible  in  the 
firft  families  in  large  cities,  ^ 

When  the  venereal  difeafe  is  contrafted 
by  coition,  it’s  firflr  impreffion  is  general¬ 
ly  on  the  parts  of  generation,  where  it  ap^ 
pears  either  in  chancre's,  ulcers,  or  a  viru¬ 
lent  running.  Should,  thofe  fymptoms  be 
either  negleaed  or  malrtreated,  the  virus 

palTes 
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pafles  iiifenfibly  into  the  genefal  fyftetn, 
producing  other  fymptoms,  which  charac- 
terife  a  confirmed  pox.  Although  this  is, 
in  general,  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  yet 
I  have  feen  many  inftances,  where  patients 
have  had  the  fymptoms  of  a  confirmed 
lues,  which  were  never  preceded  either  by 
clap  or  chancre. 

Whether  it  beachancre  or  clap,  we  often 
find  the  firft  impreflion  of  this  difeafe,  ac- 
comp^ied  with  very  acute  fymptoms.  In 
fome,  Ae  inguinal  glands  are  fuddenly  at¬ 
tacked,  and  fuppurate  to  a  large  extent. 
In  others,  the  penis,  tefticles,  perineum, 
are  feized  with  violent  inflammations, 
which  terminate  in  large  gangrenous  fup- 
purations,  attended  with  moft  acute  pain, 
fever,  inquietude,  &c. 

But  the  efFe61:s  of  the  venereal  virus, 
afting  flowly,  are  really  as  furprizing  as 
they  are  oppofite  j  for  it  fometimes  thick¬ 
ens  the  fluids,  producing  hard  infenfible 
tumours :  in  others,  it  deftroys  the  moft 
foljd  parts  by  fuppurationj  and  often  ren¬ 
ders  the  bones  fo  brittle  as  to  break  oh  the 
feaft  ftiock.  When  it  engages  the  nervous 

lyftem, 
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fyftem,  it’s  efFefts  are  infinitely  various,  an4 
there  are  few  chronic  difeafes  it’s  fyxppto'ms 
do  not  refemble. ,  Very  often,  thofe  effefts 
of  the  virus  fubfide  or  difappear,  for  a  long 
time,  and  then  return  with  redoubled  vio» 
lence. 

If  the  difeafe  is  contradled  by  fuckling, 
or  fimple  contaft ;  in  the  firft  cafe,  the 
breafts  are  generally  firft  attacked  with 
chaps,  copper-coloured,  ulcerous  fpots, 
and  in  fome  time  after  the  throat  becomes 
tilcefated. .  But  iii  the  fecond  cafe,  it  really 
feems  to  be  a  fort  of  diftinft  kind  of  vene¬ 
real  affeftioh,  that  has  got  among  the  lower 
fort  of  people :  there  is  not  a  year  I  do  not 
fee  feveral  cafes  of  this  kind,  where  the  on¬ 
ly  fymptoms  are  foff  fungufes,  like  fmall 
mufhrooms,  difpeffed  over  the  furface,  in- 
fenfible  to  the  touch,  and  only  accompanied 
with  a  gleety  kind  of  ferofity.  It  is  extre¬ 
mely  taking,  as  much  fo;  I  believe,  as  the 
itch:  As  thofe'  infefted  have  all  heavy 
fweats  on  them,  I  have  frequently  feen  it 
run  through  whole  families. 

'  On  a  review  of  the  fymptoms  attending 
the  venereal  difeafe,  we  will  find  liut  a  few 

that 
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that  immediately  charafterife  it,  that  is, 
which  may  not  be  attributed  to  other  caufes, 
and  in  this  cafe  circumftances  and  experi¬ 
ence  are  what  we  muft  rely  on ;  for  this 
virus  may  be  fo  combined  with  a  fcrpphur 
lous  or  fcorbutic  habit  of  body,  as  not 
eafily  to  be  diftinguifhed,  which  renders  the 
adminiftration  of  mercurials  extremely  pre¬ 
carious. 

The  effefts  of  this  difeafe  are  extremely 

various  under  different  circumftances.  Iri 

.  ^  .  .  .  .  .  -  .  •  .  .  ♦  * 

general  the  virus  that  produces  chancres 
makes  a  more  quick  progrefs,  and  it’s 
fymptoms  are  more  charafterifed  than  thofe 
that  are  the  confequence  of  a  clap  ;  for  in 
the  firft  cafes,  buboes  foon  appear  in  the 
groin,  which,  if  negledled,  are  fucceeded  by 
venereal  puftules,  copper-coloured  fpots, 
ulcerations  of  the  tonlils,  attended  with 
nodlurnal  pains  in  the  limbs,  watchings, 
exoftolis,  caries,  anchylpfis,  &c.  thofe  fre¬ 
quently  fucceed  each  other  rapidly. 

Those  poxes  fucceeding  tp  claps  are  not, 
in  general,  accompanied  with  fuch  decifive 
fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  npr  do  they  fo 
fdori  appear :  fometimes  they  are  limitted 

tp 
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tb  a.  callous  fiftulous  ulcer  in  perineo, 
fchyrrous  proftate  j  or  often  to  fuch  fymp- 
toms  as  hardly  to  be  deemed  venereal,  as 
pains  in  the  articulations  and  apponeurolis, 
refembling  thofe  of  the  rheumatifm,  or  ir¬ 
regular  gout,  obftinate  ophthalmies,  en- 
largenrent  of  the  glands,  vertigoes,  quar¬ 
tan  fevers,  different  dileafes  of  the  breaff 
and  belly,  atrophy,  and  an  infinite  number 
of  other  complaints,  which  we  might  at¬ 
tribute  rather  to  any  other  caufe  than  vene¬ 
real,  except  from  concurring  circumftan- 
ces. 

There  is  a  ftriking  difference  inthepro- 
grefs  of  poxes  fucceeding  chancres  and  claps, 
nor  is  there  lefs  in  the  fuccefs  that  attends 
our  treatment ;  for,  in  the  firft  cafe,  the 
worft  fymptoms  vanifh,  with  a  furprizing 
rapidity,  by  adminiftering  mercurials ; 
while  poxes  fucceeding  fupprefied  or  ill- 
managed  claps,  obftinately  refill  the  moft 
judicious  mpde. 

In  this  general  defcription  of  the  effects 
produced  by  the  venereal  virus  in  the  hur 
man  body,  I  prefume  it  will  obvioufly  ap- 
^ar,  that  it  is  the  highefl  abfurdity  to  fix 

pnc 
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one  general  method  of  curing  i  difeaft^^ 
the  fymptoms  of  which  fo  much  depend 
©n  the  difference  of  habit  of  body  and 
conftitution  of  the  patient,  and'  a  variety 
of  other  circumftances.  How  frequently 
do  we  experience  the  moft  virulent  fym|v- 
toms  of  this  difeafe  fubdued  by  even  a 
rude  courfe  of  mercurials,  while  fymp¬ 
toms  of  a  far  milder  .nature  refift  every 
judicious  mode  of  treatment?  The  fre¬ 
quent  combinations  of  this  virus  with  va-? 
rious  other  morbid  affedtions,  often  put 
the  praftitioner  to  the  utmoft  teft  of  both 
his  ex})erience  and  abilities. 

Having  premifed  this  general  view  of 
the  various  fymptoms  attendant  on  this 
filthy  diforder,  we  are  naturally  led,  in 
the  fubfequent  pages,  to  confider  each  in 
particular.  ,  ’  . 
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SECT.  IL 
Of  a  clap  and  the  method  of  curing  iu 

TP H  E  firft  fymtoms  of  a  clap  are  ge¬ 
nerally  a  kind  of  titillation  and  fenfe  of 
heat  along  the  uretra,  a  few  days  after  im¬ 
pure  coition.  To  this  titillation  fucceed 
pain  and  fcalding  in  making  water,  par¬ 
ticularly  about  the  frenum  or  foffa  navi- 
cularis.  The  inflammation  foon  extends 
down  the  ureta,  the  glans  penis  becomes 
enlarged  and  red,  the  ureta  tenfe,  and  the 
perineum  often  fwelled  and  painfull, 
with  a  cpnftant  defire  and  difficulty  of 
making  water,  involuntary  ereflions,  par¬ 
ticularly  during  the  night,  extremely  fa¬ 
tiguing  to  the  patient,  as  the  inflammati¬ 
on  of  the  parts  oppofes  the  complete  erec¬ 
tion.  In  women  the  fymptoms  generally 
xun  lefs  high,  particularly  if  the  difeafe 
be  feated  only  in  the  febaceous  glancjs  of  the 
vagina,  and  notin  the  lacupae  of  the  uretra. 
Thofe  fymptoms  arc  foon  attended  with  ^ 
purulent  running,  piore  or  lefs  abundant : 
the  quantity,  colour,  and  confiftence,  will 

much 
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much  depend  on  the  degree  of  inflamma¬ 
tion. 

It  has  been  advanced  by  refpe6lable  au¬ 
thors  that  this  running  proceeds  from 
an  ulceration  in  the  cells  of  the  uretra, 
Cowpef’s  glands,  proflate,  vefliculae  lemi- 
nales,  which  inclined  them  to  diftinguifh 
fo  many  different  fpecies  of  gonorrhoeas ; 
but  I  am  ftrongly  of  opinion  that^thofe. 
parts  are  feldom  ulcerated,  or  inflamed,  to 
any  great  degree;  for  on  dilfefting  thofe 
that  died  aftually  clapped,  I  could  never 
find  that  either  Cowper's  glands,  the  prof- 
tate,  or  vefliculae  feminales,  were  affefted 
in  the  manner  which  thofe  authors  def- 
cribe  :  The  difeafe  feemed  to  me  to  confifl: 

T 

in  an  abrafion  of  the  natural  mugus  of 
the  uretra,  the  whole  tragit  of  which  ap¬ 
peared  more  or  lefs  red,  or  highly  excoria¬ 
ted;  the  lacunae  of  the  raucous  glands,  or 
canaliculi,  feemed  enlarged  from  their  be¬ 
ing  inflamed  and  (lightly  ulcerated^. 

'  From 

r 

*  Vide  particularly  Allruc,  Van  Swietcn,  Fordyce. 

f  This  I  particularly  obferved  on  the  difledion  of  a  man, 
who  was  hanged,  and  who  hadadually  a  clap  on  him,  un¬ 
der  which,  he  had  laboured,  as  I*  was  informed,  for  threo 
nronths  before. 
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From  thofe.conliderationsj  I  am  inclined 
to  think,  that  the  virulent  running  of  a 
clap  is  nothing  more  than  an  encreafed  fe- 
cretion  of  the  mucus,  which  is  naturally 
fecreted  by  the  glands  of  the  uretra,  and 
which  is  tranfmitted  through  the  lacunae 
or  canaliculi,  for  the  purpofe  of  defend¬ 
ing  the  paflage  from  the  acrimony  of  the 
urine.  When  the  venereal  virus  fixes  on 
thofe  glands,  it  excites  them,  by  irritati¬ 
on,  to  a  greater  fecretion  of  mucus,  which, 
from  <the  ‘ inflammation  they  are  affefted 
with,  becomes  purulent.  *  ’ 

t  ■  •  » 

The  duration  of  the  inflammatory  ftage 
of  this  ‘  difeafe  will  much  depend  on  the 
aftivity  of  the  virus,  and  the  mode  of 
treatment  the  practitioner  adopts.  On 
the  fubfiding  of  the  heat,  pain,  fwelling 
&c.  the  running  becomes  more  abundant^ 
changes  from  the  greenifh  yellow  colour, 
which  it  had  during  the  inflammatory 
period,  to  a  cream  colour,  turns  white, 
becomes  vifcous  or  ropy,  and  diminifhes 

gradually  until  aperfedl  cureenfues.- 

*  -  % 

This  general  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  is 
but  too  frequently  interupted  from  the 

running 
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running  being  prematurely  flopped, 
fioning  a  fwelling  of  one  or  both  tefti- 
cles,  inflammations  of  the  glands  of  the 
groin,  tonfils  &c,  and  infecting  the  gene¬ 
ral  mafs  of  humours.  If  the  running 
fhould  return,  and  become  again  abun¬ 
dant,  we  commonly  have  lefs’  diflij^uky  in 
fubduing  thofe  confequences  of  it's  being 
fupprefledj  and  with  a  proper  treatment 
the  cure  fucceeds^  '  ,  . 

t 

The  difference  of  claps  depends,  in  a 
great  meafure,  on  the  degree  of  inflam¬ 
mation  with  which  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  uretra  is  affefted.  When  the  in¬ 
flammation  is  flight,  the  running  is  fgene^ 
rally  very  trifling ;  and  when  it  is  on  the 
oppofite  extream,  or  of  the  erifipela- 
tous,  /kind,  the  running  is;  thin, 
acrid,  and  highly  virulent.  It  forui^times 
happens  the  febaceous  glands  behind  the 
corona  glandis  are  affefted ;  and  we  fome- 
times  find  the  running  will  continue, 
from  a  relaxation  of  the  lacuna?, , for  a 
long  time,  notwithftanding  every  epdean 
vour  to  effeft  a  cure. 

t:..  t  »  ^ 

‘  -When  a  clap  runs  abundantly,  and 
regularly  through  the  different  periods 
r  already 
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already  pointed  out,  it  is  feldom  Or  ever 
that  any  fymptoms  of  a  pox  fucceed  in 
Confequence. 

There  is  one  circumftance  generally  at¬ 
tending  claps,  which  may  appear  rather 
paradoxical,  but  which  experience  daily 
Ihews  us  to  be  true,  which  is,  that  thofe 
claps  attended,  in  the  beginning, 
with  a  fmart  degree  of  inflammati¬ 
on  are  very  often  eafier  cured,  than  thofe 
where  the  degree  of  inflammation  is  but 
trifling.  Women,  in  whom  the  inflam¬ 
matory  fymptoms  feldom  run  high,  arc 
more  difficult  to  cure  than  men':  the  va¬ 
rious  menftrual  obftruftions,  fluor  albus 
&c.  to^  which  they  are  liable,  often  caufe 
the  beft  mode  of  treatment  for  a  long  time 
to  prove  ineffedtual. 

To  claps  attended  with  great  inflamma-. 
tion,  fevere  ftrangury,  and  but  little  run¬ 
ning,  poxes. frequently  fucceed,  excep'cthe 
utmoft  attention  be  paid  to  the  iproper 
method  of  treatment.  In  claps.,  where 
the  running  has  been  prematurely  fuppref- 
fed^  except  it  be  brought  on  again,  a  pox 
will  inevitably  be  the  confequence. 

RuNNIN(J$ 
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Runnings  kept  up  for  a  lottg  tifiie,  by 
a  relaxation  in  the  canaliculi  of  the  uretra< 
become  in  a  manner  habitual,  and  al¬ 
though  they  prove  extremely  obftinate,  yet 
they  feldom  are  produ6live  of  any  pocky 
fymptoms. 

When  the  virus  affefls  the  febaceous 
glands  behind  the  corona  glaildis,  it  is  ve¬ 
ry  apt  to  occafion  ulcerations,  buboes,  arid 
a  confirmed  lues* 

V '  '  * 

.Authors  are  extremely  diffufe  in  their 
prefcriptions  for  the  cure  of  a  clap;  but  as 
many  ,  of -them,  however  well  calculated 
they  may  be  for  the  purpbfe,  either  will 
not  or  cannot  be  complied  with  by  the 
generality  of  patients,  they  might,  with 
equal  advantage  to  praftitioners,  be  entire¬ 
ly  fappreffed. 

From  vvhat  we  have  already  obferved, 
I  prefume  it  will  evidently  appear,  that, 
when  the  venereal  virus  fixes  on  the  mu¬ 
cous .  membrane  of  the  uretra,  and  there 
excites  an  abundant  fecietiori  of  puru¬ 
lent  mucus,  this  running  will  much  con-^ 
duce  to  the  fafe*  expulfion  of  the  infection. 

We 
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We  fhould  therefore,  in  our  curative  in¬ 
tention,  totally  rejeft  every  means  that 
might  tend  to  fupprefs  it. 

The  firfl:  thing,  which  prefents  itfelf 
to  our, attention,  is  the  heat,  difficulty  and 
pain,  the  patient  feels  in  making  water  j 
which  will  be  a  juft  criterion  of  the  de¬ 
gree  of  inflammation  the  parts  engaged 
actually  labour  under.  To  oppofe  the 
difeafe  at  this  period,  moft  authors  re¬ 
commend  bleeding,  emollient  clyfters,  mu¬ 
cilaginous  decoftions,  warm  baths,  fevere 
regimen,  and  a  paregoric  in  cafe  of  in¬ 
quietude. 

And  firft,  as  to  bleeding,  I  muft  confefs, 
that  except  fome  general  inflammatory 
fymptoms  attended  the  beginning  of  a 
clap,  I  never  experienced  any  good  effefts 
arife  from  repeated  bleeding,  when  they 
were  only  local.  I  think  therefore  we  may 
with  every  degree  of  fafety  difpenfe  with  the 
ufe  of  the  lancet. 

It  is  extremely  neceffary  the  patient 
fhould  drink,  through  the  day,  a  proper 
quantity  of  a  light  cooling  emullion,  as  it 

D  not 
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not  only  obtunds  the  acrimony  of  the  urine, 
but  by  encreafing  the  quantity  of  it,  the 
bladder  is  more  frequently  folicited  to  dif- 
charge  it’s  contents ;  which  clears  the  ure- 
tra,  more  effedlually  than  any  injedlion, 
of  the  purulent  mucus  that  is  conftantly 
dripping  from  the  lacunae* 

As  to  the  frequent  repetition  of  emol¬ 
lient  clyfters,  however  proper  they  may 
be,  there  are  but  few  patients  will  fub- 
mit  to  them,  and  the  antiphlogiftic  pur¬ 
ges  may  be  fubftituted  with  fuperior  ad¬ 
vantage*  The  warm  bath  is  alfo  another 
injundlion  that  few  will  comply  with,  and, 
which  local  bathing  may  anfwer  our  in¬ 
tention  full  as  well* 

* 

$ 

Whatever  may  be  advanced  in  favour 
of  the  life  of  opiates,  in  the  inflammatory 
fl:age  of  this  difeafe,  I  never  ordered  them 
that  I  did  not  find  the  patients  much  worfe, 
after  the  temporary  relief  they  procured 
them^. 

In 

*  In  the  Levant,  opium  is  ufed  as  an  incentive  tovenery, 
and  I  never  gave  it  to  patients,  labouring  under  a  cordee,  that 
it  did  not  encreafe  the  complaint ;  which,  in  fome  meafurC, 
Ihews  that  it  poflelTes  the  (Quality  attributed  to  it  by  the 
Turks. 
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In  the  fecond  period  of  this  difeafe, 
when  the  inflammatory  fymtoms  have  fub- 
fided,  a  copious  running  has  come  on,  and 
the  patient  feels  little  uneafinefs  in  mak¬ 
ing  water,  we  fhould  be  extremely  cauti¬ 
ous  not  to  adminifter  any  medicines,  that 
may  prematurely  check  the  running,  or 
make  ufe  of  any  allringent  inje6tions, 
which  often  pucker  up  the  mucous  mem¬ 
brane  of  the  uretra,  and  lay  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  difagreeable  ftriftures  in  the  paf- 
fage. 

We  frequently  find,  where  the  patient 
regularly  conforms  to  the  direftions  laid 
down,  for  the  removal  of  the  fymptoms 
in  the  firfl:  perod,  through  the  courfe  of 
the  fecond,  if  it  be  a  Ample  clap,  that  the 
running  gradually  diminiflies  and  becomes 
ropy,  and  the  heat  and  pain  in  making 
water  totally  vanifhj  fo  that  the  difeafe 
may  be  faid  to  be  in  the  third  ftage,  where 
nothing  will  be  wanting  to  complete  the 
cure,  but  to  reftore  the  excretories  to  their 
former  elafticity,  which  a  few  rabarbarite 
purges,  *and  a  courfe  of  tonics  will  fafely 
cffedl. 

D  2 
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Those  are  the  general  intentions^  we 
(liould  have  in  the  eiire  of  a  limple  elapy 
but  which  every  praftitioner  will  vary  ac¬ 
cording  to  different  circumftances :  But 
there  are  fome  particular  incidents  which 
it  is  extremely  requifite  to  have  in  view 
during  the  cure,  and  which  ^we  will  en¬ 
deavour  at  prefent  to  point  out. 

In  a  difeafe  like  a  clap,  where  an  unu- 
fal  continuance  of  the  inflammation  in 
the  parts  engaged  may  be  attended  with 
very  difagreeable  confequences,  and  eafily 
renewed  or  exafperated,  we  cannot  be  too 
exaft  in  our  attention  to  the  patient's  re¬ 
gimen  :  all  high  feafoned  difhes,  wine  and 
women,  fliould  molt  certainly  be  prohi¬ 
bited  ^  but  a  reafonable  quantity  of  any 
light  meats  may  be  allowed ;  all  violent 
exercife,  particularly  riding,  dancing  and 
fencing,  ought  certainly  be  avoided;  the 
tefticles  fliould  be  fupported  by  a  fufpen- 
fory. 

In  order  to  obtiind  the  acrimony  of  the 
urine,  and  to  obviate  the  effefts  it  would 
otherwife  produce,  in  paffing  through  the 
inflamed  or  excoriated  uretra,  it  will  be 

proper 
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proper  the  patient  fliould  drink  from  two 
to  three  pints  a  day  of  barley  water,  light 
linfeed  tea,  or  fyrrop  of  capillaire  and 
water,  to  every  draught  of  which  may  be 
added  a  paper  of  cooling  powders,  compo- 
fed  of  gum  arabic,  nitre,  and  as  much 
fugar  as  will  render  them  agreeable.  But 
in  weak  lax  conftitutions,  we  (hould  be 
cautious  not  to  enforce  the  drinking  too 
large  quantities  of  the  emollient  decofti- 
ons  generally  prefqribed ;  as  there  are  few 
patients  whofe  ftomachs  will  bear  it  for 
any  continuance,  or  if  they  do,  it  injures 
very  i^iuch  the  tonus  of  this  vifcus.  This 
is  more  particularly  to  be  pbferved  in  wo¬ 
men,  efpecially  if  they  are  lately  brought 
to  bed. 

During  the  inflammatory  period  of  a 
clap,  it  will  be  neceflhry  that  the  patient’s 
bowels  be  kept  free,  fo  as  to  procure  three 
or  four  motions  every  day.  For  this  pur- 
pofe,  I  would  prefer  by  much  any  of  the 
neutral  falts,  if  the  patients  ftomach  will 
bear  them  :  an  ounce  of  rochelle  falts,  and 
with  it  the  fame  quantity  of  manna,  if 
more  agreeable,  diflblved  in  a  naggin  or 

half 
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half  a  pint  of  Francis-ftreet  fpa  water*, 
is  a  very  eligible  purge,  particularly  if  the 
jJatient  drinks  the  Spa  during  it's  operation* 
1  have  found  no  kind  of  phyfick  fo  highly 
antiphlogiftic.  I  have  frequently  by  giv-*- 
ing  it  in  this  manner,  for  only  a  week  to¬ 
gether,  fubdued  the  inflammatory  fymp^ 
toms,  and  brought  the  difeafe  to  the  fecond 

But  as  there  are  many  patients  who 
cannot  take  falts,  for  thofe  pills  made 
up  of  jallap  and  falpolychreft  will  anfwer 
the  intention  extremely  well,  or  for  the 
more  delicate  a  fpooiiful  of  caftor  oil. 
All  refinous  purges  flsould  be  entirely,  re- 
jedled  in  this  period  of  the  difeafe :  the 
operation  of  mofl:  of  them  is  by  much 
too  fevere,  and  the  tenefmus  that  they  oc- 
cafion  often  encreafes  the  fymptoms  which 
they  are  given  to  fubdue. 

The  patient  fhould  frequently,  through 
the  day,  fufpend  his  penis  in  a  tumbler 

filled 

•  A  tpa  in  this  city,  nearly  approaching  the  Epfoip  an4 
Scarborough  waters  in  it’s  purgative  qualities. 
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filled  with  linfeed-tea  gently  warm,  and  if 
the  glans  and  infide  of  the  prepuce  be  ex¬ 
coriated,  fome  of  the  linfeed-tea,  mixed 
with  an  equal  quantity  of  Goulard’s  vege¬ 
tal  water,  may  be  frequently  injected  be¬ 
tween  the  prepuce  and  the  glans. 

B  V  profecuting  this  antiphlogiftic  courfe 
eight,  ten,  or  twelve  days,  the  heat,  pain, 
troublefome  ereclions  and  frequent  defire 
of  making  water,  generally  fubfide,  and 
any  fwelling  of  the  glans,  &c.  difappear  j 
the  running,  although  more  abundant,  is 
generally  thicker,  whiter,  and  not  fo 
acrid. 

In  this  fecond  period  of  the  difeafe, 
fhould  we  adminifter  the  mercurial  fricti¬ 
ons  in  Aftruc’s  method,  which  is  recom¬ 
mended  by  Dr.  Fordyce,  we  frequently  will 
unexpectedly  bring  on  a  difagreeable  fpit- 
ting  -y  and  I  have  feen  inftances  where  the 
patient  has  been  thrown  into  an  high  fali- 
vation,  although  the  friCtions  were  very 
prudently  managed.  If  we  fhould  have 
recourfe  to  the  more  aClive  faline  mercuri¬ 
als,  we  run  a  great  rilk  of  either  prematu¬ 
rely 
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rely  fuppreffing  the  running,  or  renewing 
the  inflammatory  fymptoms. 

What  I  have  experienced  mofl:  efTeftual, ' 
in  fecurely  abridging  the  cure  very  much, 
is  giving  the  mercurial  gummy  pill  ;  at 
the  fame  time,  I  order  the  patient  to 
throw  up  the  uretra,  three  times  a  day,  the 
mercurial  gum  arabic  folution.  Previous  to 
the  patient’s  inje6ling,  he  fhould  make  wa¬ 
ter,  and  retain  the  inje6lion  for  fome  time 
in  the  uretra. 

We  need  be  under  no  apprehenfion  of 
prematurely  fupprefling  the  running,  or 
laying  the  foundation  of  callofities  or  fliric- 
tures  in  the  uretra,  by  ufing  this  injeflion  ^ 
it  poflefles  no  aftringent  or  puckering  qua¬ 
lity,  but  fpecifically,  as  it  were,  heals  any 

excoriation 

*  The  formula  of  this  pill  is  as  follows :  Quick  filver  one 
drachm,  gum  arabic  finely  powdered,  two  drachms  ;  rub 
them  extremely  well  together  in  a  mortar,  adding  from 
time  to  time  fo  much  water  as  will  ferve  to  convert  the 

f 

whole  into  a  mucilage,  in  which  all  the  mercurial  globules 
Ihould  be  exa6lly  extinguiflied  ;  make  them  into  thirty-fix 
pills  with  powder  of  liquorifii ;  two  to  be  taken  night  and 
morning.  The  folution  is  made  by  adding  to  the  mucilage 
gradually  a  |)int  of  barley  water. 
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excoriation,  with  which  the  mucous  mem¬ 
brane  of  the  uretra  may  be  afFefted. 

By  this  method,  the  running  gradually 
decreafes,  becomes  vifcid  and  ropy  ;  and  all 
the  inflammatory  fymptoms  having  fubfid- 
ed  for  feme  time,  in  this  third  period,  I 
generally  join  rhubarb  to  the  mercurial 
pill :  it’s  purgative  and  tonic  qualities  will 
much  contribute  to  refliore  to  the  lacunae 
their  former  conftridlive  powers,  and  gra¬ 
dually  to  complete  the  cure.  During  the 
courfe  of  the  pills  and  injeftions,  fhouldthe 
patient’s  mouth  become  fore,  which  is  fel- 
dom  the  cafe,  the  rochelle  falts  and  fpa- 
water  foon  remove  this  efleft. 

If  the  .pills  fhould  not  prove  gently  la¬ 
xative,  during  the  above  treatment,  it 
will  be  neceflary  to  procure  this  efFe6l, 
every  third  or  fourth  day,  by  any  of  the 
laxatives  already  dire6led.  It  is  feldom  the 
patient  is  coftive  under  their  influence,  but 
if  he  fliould,  it  muft  be  prevented. 

In  relaxed  patients,  particularly  women, 
a  gleet  often  proves  extremely  obflinate, 
and  refills  every*  mode  of  treatment  for  a 

long 
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long  time.  In  thofe  cafes,  a  eourfe  of  fea- 
bathing,  or  the  cold  bath,  chalybiate-wa- 
ters,  and  tonic  medicines,  will  at  laft,  if 
fteadily  perfevered  in,  with  a  fuitable  regi¬ 
men,  avoiding  exceffive  vcncry,  &c.  effedl  a 
cure.  Should  a  gleet  or  running  be  kept 
up  by  an  ulcer  in  any  part  of  the  uretra, 
we  mufl:  have  recourfe  to  the  ufe  of  the 
bougie. 

From  continued  experience,  I  do  pre¬ 
fume  that  this  method  of  treating  a  clap 
will  be  found,  in  general,  by  thofe  who 
may  adopt  it,  a  fafe  and  effeftual  method 
of  curing  this  difeafe.  I  know  that  many 
cafes  may  occur  in  which  another  method, 
as  the  purging,  or  that  by  mercurial  fri6li- 
ons,  may  have  a  far  fuperior  degree  of  fuc- 
cefs,  but  this  is  the  fate  of  all  general  me¬ 
thods,  however  well  they  may  be  calcu¬ 
lated  and  laid  down  for  the  removal  of  any 
difeafe,  and  furely  cannot  with  any  degree 
of  propriety,  be  imputed  to  the  prefent  as 
a  defeft. 


SECT. 
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SECT.  III. 

Of  the  hiflatioji  of  the  pejiisy  pbymofis  and 

paraphymofs. 


'T  .  . 

JL  HERE  are  lome lymptoms  attendant 
on,  or  that  fucceed  in  confequence  of  claps, 
which  it  will  be  extremely  neceflary  we 
ftiould  confider  feparately.  The  inflation 
of  the  penis  is  the  firfl:  that  claims  our 
attention. 

It  frequently  occurs  in  the  beginning  of 
a  virulent  clap,  that  the  penis  becomes, 
rather  fuddenly,  prodigioufly  inflated.  This 
generally  arifes  from  the  glans,  and  infide 
of  the  prepuce,  being  here  and  there  affefl- 
ed  with  little  painful  ulcers,  from  which 
there  proceeds  a  moft  acrid  difeharge,  which 
not  having  a  free  and  conftant  exit,  fome 
part  of  it  always  refts  between  the  prepuce 
and  the  glans,  and  acquires  an  high  degree 
of  virulence  ;  and  by  the  conftant  irritation 
it  occafions,  the  lax-integuments  of  the 
penis  are  foon  feized  with,  what  may  with 

propriety 
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propriety  be  termed,  an  inflammatory  oe¬ 
dema,  which  is  often  attended,  partlcular- 
Jy  in  young  plethoric  men,  with  a  fmart 
fever,  inquietude,  conftant  pain  and  want 
of  reft ;  the  penis  often  becomes  friglitfuU 
ly  diftorted,  and  the  infide  of  the  prepuce 
and  furface  of  the  glans  become  doughy, 
from  which  proceeds  a  moft  fetid  ichorous 
difcharge :  it  often  happens  that  a  part,  or 
the  whole  of  the  prepuce,  is  caft  off  in  gan¬ 
grenous  flakes,  or  floughs  away.  Although 
thofe  appearances  are  often  alarming,  yet 
I  never  faw  them  attended  with  any  fatal 
confequences. 

Van  Swieten,  from  a  prefumption  that 
the  corpora  cavernofa  penis  are  the  chief 
feat  of  the  inflammation,  and  apprehenfive 
left,  by  any  delay,  a  gangrene  fhould  foort 
fucceed,  to  obviate  this  event,  orders  large 
and  repeated  bleedings,  even  opening  the 
vein  that  runs  on  the  back  of  the  penis, 
profufe  purgings,  fomentations,  pultices, 
&c.  Nothing  but  experience  would  induce 
me  to  diflent  from  fo  great  an  authprity ; 
and  here,  from  all  the  cafes  of  this  fprt  I 
have  ever  feen,  I  muft  confefs  I  never  faw 
one  where  the  inflammation  was,  in  the  be¬ 
ginning 
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ginning,  feated  in  the  corpora  cavernofa  pe¬ 
nis,  the  lax  teguments  of  the  penis  being 
the  only  parts  engaged  ;  but  in  the  progrefs 
of  the  difeafe,  where  a  putrid  fuppuration 
has  taken  place,  the  corpora  cavernofa  may 
become  affefted. 

When  we  have  reafon  to  apprehend^ 
from  the  appearance  of  thofe  fmall  ulcers 
on  the  inlide  of  the  prepuce,  or  furface  of 
the  glans,  that  an  inflation  of  the  penis 
may  be  the  confequence,  we  cannot  be  too 
attentive  to  obviate  this  event,  by  ordering 
the  patient  frequently  to  throw  up  the  lin- 
feed  tea,  and  vegetal  water,  with  a  feringe 
between.the  prepuce  and  glans ;  and  if  the 
prepuce  can  be  drawn  back,  pledgits  of  fine 
lint,  dipped  in  the  vegetal  water,  fliould  be 
interpofed  between  it  and  the  glans,  and  a 
thick  comprefs,  wrung  out  of  the  fame, 

»  V 

fhould  be  wrapped  round  the  penis,  and  oc- 
cafionally  renewed.  In  this  cafe,  it  will  be 
particularly  neceflary  to  give  fome  internal 
mercurials,  which  may  difpofe  thofe  little 
ulcers  to  heal,  without  fupprefling  any  run¬ 
ning  that  may  be  from  the  uretra.  I  have 
frequently  had  my  intentions  for  this  pur- 
pofe  fulfilled  by  ordering  Huxham'sEthiops 

antimo- 
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antimonialis,  occafionally  interpofing  the 
rochelle  falts  and  fpa  water. 

But  fliould  the  penis  notwithftanding 
become  inflated,  yet,  in  any  degree  of  it, 
we  cannot  confider  it  as  a  real  inflammato¬ 
ry  diftenfioni  for  both  it’s  appearances 
and  event  fliew  it  to  be  of  the  oedematous 
kind.  I  never  experienced  any  fuperior  ad¬ 
vantage  from  a  profufe  courfe  of  evacuati¬ 
ons  :  I  believe  that  they  ought  to  be  much 
reJlridled. 

Where  this  accident  happens  to  young 
plethoric  men,  the  firfl:  days  of  a  clap,  and 
particularly  if  attended  with  a  hot  dry  Ikin, 
rapid  pulfe,  inquietude,  watchings,  &c.  I 
think,  where  there  are  fuch  general  inflam¬ 
matory  fymptoms,  it  will  be  highly  uecefTa- 
ry  to  have  recourfe  to  bleeding,  and  the 
antiphlogifldcs,  previous  to  adminiflering 
any  mercurials,  which  fliould  never  be  or¬ 
dered  in  an  high  degree  of  inflammatory 
dlathefis.  The  penis  fhould  be  conftantly 
fomented  with  the  common  fomentation, 
to  every  two  quarts  of  which,  two  ounces 
of  Goulard’s  ext  raft  may  be  added.  A 

comprefs 
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comprefs  wrung  out  of  the  fomentation 
will,  with  equal  advantage,  fupply  the  place 
of  a  pultice,  which  is  hot  fo  eafily  kept  on. 
The  patient  Ihould  have  three  or  four  ftools 
every  day,  which  may  be  advantageoufly 
procured  by  falts  and  fpa-water.  A  faline 
julep  with  fome  antimonial  wine  may  be 
given  through  the  day  ;  and  where  the  ur¬ 
gency  of  the  fymptoms  precludes  all  deep, 
a  paregoric  at  night.  We  fhould  be  aware 
of  all  local  mercurial  applications  :  I  have 
often  feen  mercurial  ointment,  rubbed  on 

the  part,  exafperate  amazingly  every  fymp- 
tom. 

By  thofe  means  fhould  the  general  in¬ 
flammatory  Tymptomsfubfide,  and  the  pain 
and  fwellingof  the  penis  confiderably  leflen, 
in  this  cafe,  notwithftanding  a  retradlion  of 
the  prepuce  may  for  a  confiderable  time  be¬ 
come  impoflible,  and  that  we  have  every 
reafon  to  imagine  the  furface  of  the  glans 
and  infide  of  the  prepuce  are  ulcerated, 
yet  we  fliould  not  by  any  means  be  prici- 
pitate  in  performing  the  operation  of  the 
phymofis  ;  as  by  frequent  injedlions  of  the 
linfeed-tea  and  vegetal  water,  no  matter 

can 
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can  reft  between  thofe  parts ;  and  by  this 
means  and  a  courfe  of  mercurial  friftions, 
or  mercurial  pills,  they  are  foondifpofed  to 
heal,  and  the  patient  evades  undergoing 
both  a  painful  and  difagreeable  operation. 

But  if  our  endeavours  fhould  not  fuc- 
ceed,  and  that  a  putrid  fuppuration  flaould 
take  place,  the  glans  be  invaded  with  deep 
doughy  ulcers,  and  a  fort  of  gangrenous 
‘  fuppuration  runs  up  the  infide  of  the  pre¬ 
puce  and  teguments  of  the  penis,  in  this 
cafe,  it  will  be  highly  neceffary  that,  by  a 
divifion  of  the  prepuce,  we  uncover  thofe 
ulcers,  by  which  means  we  may  ftop  the 
progrefs  of  the  difeafe. 

For  this  purpofe,  you  take  a  fmall  crook¬ 
ed  biftory,  on  the  point  of  which  you  flick 
a  round  bit  of  white  wax;  having  drawn 
up  the  prepuce,  introduce  the  biftory  on 
the  flat  between  it  and  the  glans ;  when 
the  biftory  has  got  as  high  as  the  corona 
glandis,  turn  the  edge  upward,  pierce  the 
prepuce,  and,  by  bringing  the  knife  to 
you,  complete  the  operation.  Pledgits 
fpread  with  fome  foft  ointment  muft  be 
carefully  interpofed  between  the  parts,  the 
3  fomen- 
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tatlons  be  continueda  and,  if  a  very  pu¬ 
trid  doughy  difpofition  prevails^  a  pultice 
of  oat-meal  boiled  up  with  porter  may  be 
advantageoufly  applied.  The  bark  fliould 
be  given,  and  when  the  doughs  fall  off,  re- 
courfe  mud:  be  had  to  the  mercurials  al¬ 
ready  mentioned.  But  I  mud:  give  the 
young  pra6litioner  one  caution,  which  is, 
never  to  drefs  venereal  fores,  when  in  any 
indammatory  flate,  with  mercurial  oint¬ 
ment  j  for  by  it  the  erithifm  of  the  parf  is 
cncrealed,  and  the  fore  always  extended^ 
fometimes  with  fatal  confequences 

It  frequently  happens  that  the  prepuce, 
being  drawn  behind  the  corona  glandis, 
cannot  be  brought  forward :  an  indamma- 
tion  fucceeds,  the  penis  becomes  tumid, 
and  the  prepuce  feems  to  form  a  tight  liga¬ 
ture  on  the  glans  j  the  folded  back  prepuce 
often  forms  about  the  frenum  a  very  large 
tumour,  which  is  generally  pellucid,  from 
it’s  being  diilended  with  lymph.  The  ge¬ 
neral  fymptoms  of  indammation  ufually  at¬ 
tend  this  complaint  ^  but  although  authors 
mention  a  retention  of  urine,  as  a  frequent 

E  occur- 
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occurrence,  I  muft  own  I  never  met  with  ‘ 
it. 

By  profecuting  the  antiphloglftlc  me¬ 
thod,  laid  down  for  the  cure  of  the  phymo- 
fis,  this  complaint  generally  gives  way 
without  any  operation.  Whatever  may  be 
advanced  in  favour  of  the  operation  of  the 
paraphymofis,  which,  ‘  by  the  dividing  the 
folds  of  the  inflamed  prepuce,  removes  the 
flrifture  on  the  glans,  I  never  faw  it  at¬ 
tended  with  advantage  to  the  patient ;  but 
on  the  contrary,  I  have  feen  it  precipitate 
the  parts  into  a  gangrenous  floughy  fup- 
pu  ration. 

As  to  the  tumour  that  is  formed  about 
the  frenum,  which  is  an  accumulation  of 
lymph,  the  diftenfion  it  caufes  may  be  re¬ 
moved,  without  any  material  pain,  by  a 
couple  of  fmall  incifions  made  each  fide  of 
the  frenum  with  a  lancets  It  frequent¬ 
ly  happens,  that  we  find  the  tumour  next 
day  as  large  as  before  the  incifions  were 
made  5  but  a  fuppuration  foon  fucceeds, 
which  tends  more  immediately  to  relax  the 
parts.  The  prepuce  'often  remains  ever 
after  in  this  folded  ftate,  forming,  what 

the 
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r  ,  ' 

the  French  cdl,  abourlet,  round  the  glans. 
Stuping  and  pulticing  with  hemlock  I  have 
often  found  very  efte6lual  in  this  cafe. 

The  method  laid  down  in  the  phymofisj 
as  to  topical  applications  and  the  adminif^ 
tration  of  mercurials,  will  fulfil  every  indi¬ 
cation  that  may  prefent  itfelf  through  the 
progrefs  of  this  complaint ;  but  I  have  fre¬ 
quently  obviated,  or  abridged,  many  of  the 
rnofl  painful  confequences  in  either  cafe,  by 
giving  in  the  very  beginning,  after  fome 
general  evacuations,  .proportioned  to  the 
acutenefs  of  the  fymptoms  and  coriftitutiori 
of  the  patient,  a  puke  of  turpeth  mine¬ 
ral,  and  repeating  it  twice  or  thrice  at  due 
intervals ;  but  this  requires  great  prudence 
in  the  adminiftration,  and  fhould  never  be- 
given  to  patients  who  have  weak  lurigSo 


S  E  C  t- 


E  52  1 


SECT.  IV. 


Of  the  fwelled  Tejlicle.- 


I T  frequently  happens,  more  particular-* 
ly  during  the  fecond  period  of  a  clap^ 
either  from  fome  irregularities  committed 
by  the  patient,  from  over-purging,  or  from 
the  ufe  of  aftringent  injeflions^  or  turpen-* 
tine  medicines,  that  the  running  is  pre¬ 
maturely  diminilhed  or  totally  fuppreffed, 
and  a  heavinefs,  heat,  and  fwelling  of  one 
or  both  tefticles  fucceed,  attended  with  a 
coniiderable  degree  of  pain,  which  ftretches 
along  the  fpermatic  chord.  It  is  the  epi¬ 
didymis  that  is  generally  firfl:  attacked,  but 
Ibon  after  the  entire  tefticle  infenfibly  be¬ 
comes  engaged.  Although  inflammations 
of  the  tefticles  may  terminate  differently, 
yet  refolution  is  what  more  generally  hap¬ 
pens,  but  not  fo  perfeft  y  as  the  epididy¬ 
mis  always  remains,  in  fome  degree,  hard, 
fphyrrous  and  knottyv  . 


A  SWEL 


[  53  ] 

A  SWELLED  tefticle,  the  eonfequence  of  a  ^ 
clap,  is  ever  a  difagreeabie  accident :  as  a 
local  complaint,  it  is  often  not  only  pain¬ 
ful,  but  ifs  relblution  extremely  tedious, 
and  the  running,  being  fupprefled,  may  in- 
fenfibly  pafs  into  and  infeft  the  general 
mafs  of  humours,  from  whence  ulcerated 
tonlils,  and  other  pocky  fymptoms,  but 
too  frequently  arife. 

Our  chief  obje6l  in  the  treatment  of  a 
fwelled  tefticle  ftiould  be  it's  fpeedy  refolu- 
tion  5  and  as  the  premature  fuppreflion  of 
the  running  is  the  more  general  caufe  of 
this  complaint,  we  therefore  fhould  negleft 
no  means  that  may  contribute  to  promote 
a  return  of  it  5  but  this  we  cannot  eifefl: 
while  an  high  degree  of  inflammation  pre¬ 
vails,  therefore  our  firfl:  attention  fhould 
be  direfled  to  oppofe  it's  farther  progrefs, 
and  take  off  it’s  mofl:  painful  effefts. 

For  this  purpofe,  in  young  plethoric 
men,  where  the  pain  and  general  inflam¬ 
matory  fymptoms  run  high,  it  will  be  ne- 
ceflary  the  patient  fhould  be  let  blood  : 
the  quantity  and  repetition  will  depend  on 

the 
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the  acutenefs  of  the  fyinptoms,  but  I  fel- 
dom  find  it  neceffary  to  repeat  it :  the 
bowels  ftiould  be  kept  free  with  the  an- 
tiphlogiftic  purge  already  mentioned,  and 
a  light  cooling  emulfion  ordered  to  be 
plentifully  drank  ;  the  patient  fhould  be 
confined  to  bed,  and  kept  tp  a  very  flen^ 
der  regimeuo 

In  the  topical  applications,  we  fhould 
carefully  avoid  thofe  that  are  greafy  or 
oily,  fuch  as  the  bread  and  milk  pultice, 
to  which  is  ad4ed  a  quantity  of  mercurial 
ointment  :  This  pultice  keeps  up  an 
erithifm  in  the  parts,  hinders  the  free¬ 
dom  of  tranfpiration  by  flopping  the  pores, 
and  often  determines  to  fuppqration,  or 
at  leafl  retards  refolution.  The  two  mofl 
eligible  applications  I  have  experienced 
are,  the  common  fomentation,  with  Gou- 
lard’s  extraft,  already  mentioned ;  and  a 
pultice  of  barley-meal  made  with  the  ve¬ 
getal  water :  with  the  firft,  the  tefticle 
fhould  be  frequently  fomented,  and  the 
pultice  occafionally  renewed,  and  a  well 
made  bag-trufs  fhould  fupport  it. 
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On  the  fubfiding  of  the  inflammatory 
fymptoms,'  I  have  experienced  great  ad¬ 
vantage,  both  in  bringing  on  the  running, 
and  fpeedily  difperfing  any  remaining 
fwelling,  by  giving  pills,  combined  of  foap, 
mercurial  pill  and  extract,  cicutse.  The 
tefticle  may,  at  the  fame  time,  be  foment¬ 
ed  with  a  decodlion  of  the  hemlock  leaves, 
and  a  pultice  of  the  fame  fubftituted. 
By  fteadily  purfuing  this  method,  I  have 
feen  very  alarming  fwellings  of  the  tcfticles 
fo  happily  difappear,  as  to  leave  but  very 
little  veftige  of  any  difeafe  behind  them* 

But  fliould  fo  unfortunate  an  event  as 
a  fuppuration  take  place,  we  fliould  be 
carefull  not  to  be  too  precipitate  in  giving 
exit  to  the  matter,  previous  to  any  difagiee- 
able  hardnefs  being  in  fome  ineafure  foften- 
ed,  and  that  the  fluftuation  appears  fo 
evident  as  not  to  be  miftaken,  an  acci¬ 
dent  I  have  more  than  once  known  to 
happen  to  experienced  furgeons.  In  mak¬ 
ing  an  incifion  in  fo  delicate  a  part,  we 
fliould  be  very  circumfpedl,  and  there  will 
feldom  be  occafion,  nor  is  it  fafc,  to  extend 
it  much  5  what  will  permit  the  free  exit  of 
the  matter,  and  the  eafy  application  of 

dreflings. 
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dreffings,  will  be  fully  fufficient.  Large 
incifions  in  all  detached  glands,  whofe 
veflels  are  lax  and  liable  to  dilate,  are  pro^ 
dudtive  of  ill-conditiond  fungufes. 

But  frequently  the  matter  is  confined  to 
the  teguments,  and  the  tefticle  is  not  en^ 
gaged ;  this  we  fhouM  be  extremely  at¬ 
tentive  '  tQ  diftinguifh.  If  in  ^  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  fuppuration,  the  tunica  vagi-? 
nalis  flough  off,  and  the  tefticle  become 
bare,  the  foppuration  may  affeft  the  al¬ 
buginea,  and  end  in  a  total  deftru6tion  of 
the  texture  of  the  tefticle. 

In  the  dreffing  we  fhould  avoid  all 
greafy  ftimulant  applications,  or  to  be  too 
follicitous  to  remove  any  fibrous  threads 
that  may  prefent  themfelves  iri  the  dif- 
charge  5  as  when  the  tefticle  is  ftripped  of 
any  part  of  the  albuginea,  which  con¬ 
fines  thofe  fpermatic  fibres,  as  I  may  fay, 
they  unravel  and  are  caft  off,  fo  as  at  laft 
to  leave  nothing  of  the  tefticle  but  the 
epididymis.  By  dreffing  with  dry  lint,  a 
fuitable  prefTure,  avoiding  pulling  or  wip¬ 
ing  them  away  with  the  difcharge,  this 
may  fdmetimes  be  prevented. 

In 


I  57  ] 

In  all  fchyrrous  tefticles,  the  confequence 
of  venereal  affeftions,  the  utmoft  circum^ 
fpeftion  is  necefl'ary  previous  to  proceed¬ 
ing  to  any  operation ;  for  by  a  prudent 
adminiftration  of  mercurial  friftions  &c. 
tefticles  that  had  been  condemned  to  ex¬ 
tirpation,  have  been  happily  faved,  and  a 
(:ure  effefted. 


SECT.  V. 

0/  buboes. 


"O 

JlJUBOES  frequently  arife  from  the  run^ 
ning  of  a  clap  being  too  fuddenly  either 
checked  or  flopped,  particularly  where  the 
glans  or  prepuce  are  ulcerated ;  they  are 
feldom  the  firft  fymptoms  of  a  venereal 
infe6lion. 

Those  buboes  that  arife  foon  after  the 
firfl  appearance  of  the  infeftion,  particu¬ 
larly  if  the  patient  be  young  and  otherwife 
healthy,  are  generally  of  the  inflamma¬ 
tory  kind,  and  determine  foon  to  fuppu- 

ration  j 
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ration  ^  but  thofe  that  arife  at  the  latter' 
^nd  of  thedifeafe,  or  in  fome  time  after  a 
cure  has  been  apparently  effedled,  if  the  pa¬ 
tient  be  of  a  cold  inert  habit  of  body, 
we  find  thofe  buboes  generally  attended 
with  little  pain,  but  appear  cold  and  in¬ 
dolent,  aad  are  as  hard  to  bring  to  a 
complete  fuppuration  as  to  an  entire  re- 
folution. 

In  whatever  light  we  confider  buboes, 
cither  as  proceeding  from  the  abforption  of 
matter  from  fome  virulent  ulcers  round 
the  glans,  which  is  a  frequent  occurrence, 
or  from  a  premature  fupprefflon  of  a  ve¬ 
nereal  running,  in  every  event,  if  they' 
can  be  brought  to  a  laudable  fuppuration, 
it  will  much  facilitate  the  eafy  expulfion  of 
the  virus,  and  abridge  the  cure. 

The  inflammatory  buboes  naturally 
tend  to  fuppuration,  and  require  nothing 
more  than  the  application  of  the  flax- 
feed  pultice,  to  forward  this  effedl  with 
more  eafe  to  the  patient.  When  the  fup¬ 
puration  is  completed,  all  difagreeable 
hardnefs  melted  down,  and  the  fkin  thinr 
ne,d,  fo  as  to  render  the  fluctuation  appa¬ 
rent, 
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rent,  we  may  fafely  give  exit  to  the  matr 
ter. 

For  this  purpofe,  a  fimple  aperture 
with  a  lancet,  proportioned  to  the  extent 
of  the  tumour,  will  be  fully  fufiicient. 
It  is  both  a  painful  and  unneceffary  me¬ 
thod  which  fome  furgeons  have  of  remov¬ 
ing  an  oval  piece  of  the  integuments,  by 
which  is  formed  a  large  fore  in  a  very  ir^ 
ritable  part :  this  fhould  never  be  prailifed 
but  in  cafes  where  the  cap  of  the  tumour 
is  fo  far  extenuated  as  to  appear  bluifhi 
in  that  cafe  there  will  be  a  neceffity  for 
removing  it.  The  fubfequent  dreffings 
fhould  not  materially  differ  from  thofe  em¬ 
ployed  after  the  opening  of  other  abfceffes ; 
thofe  that  are  light  and  ealy  being  always 
the  moft  eligible; 

But  in  buboes  that  are  of  a  cold  and 
indolent  kind,  it  will  often  require  both 
patience  and  time  to  bring  them  to  fuppu- 

ration;  warm  maturating  pultices,  dry 
frictions,  cupping,  and  even  bliftering, 

have  been  employed  in  order  to  forward 

the  fuppuration*  Very  often,  when  they 

are  large,  matter  forms  in  different  points 

of 
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of  the  tumour,  but  generally  very  deep  t 
In  thofe  cafes,  I  have  often,  with  advan¬ 
tage,  applied  a  fmall  cauftic  over  the 
points  wherein  the  fuppuration  was  moft 
forward ;  I  have  frequently  feen  the  dif- 
charge  after  gradually  melt  down  very  con- 
fiderable  buboes  of  this  kind. 

In  both  cafes,  when  the  fores  begin  to 
clear,  it  will  be  proper  to  adminifter  the 
mercurial  friftions ;  but  ufing  only  a 
drachm  of  ointment  at  each  friftion,  fo 
as  not  to  endanger  any  confiderable  fpit- 
ting.  The  decoftion  of  farfaparilla  may 
be  given  at  the  fame  time. 

In  thofe  cafes,  I  have  always  found, 
particularly  in  large  hard  buboes^,  that 
rubbing  the  leg  of  the  affefted  fide,  fo  as 
to  make  the  mercury  more  immediately 
pafs  through  them,  has  contributed  very 
much  to  foftening  and  difperfing  all  thofe 

'  difagreeable 

*  It  is  a  fingular  pra£lice,  and  by  no  means  to  be  follow¬ 
ed,  which  Mr.  Freke  recommends  in  thofe  cafes,  that  of 
dividing  the  largeil  of  the  inguinal  glands  into  the  body  of 
it  with  his  knife,  and  with  his  fingers  or  fpatula  turning  out 
their  infides,  ordeftroying  them  with  «fcharotics.  Vide  his 
Art  of  Healing,  p,  zoo. 
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difagreeable  hardnefles.  I  have  feen  a 
great  number  of  cafes,  in  which  this  me¬ 
thod  of  treatment  has  fucceeded  extremely 
well,  and  effefted  a  perfeft  cure  without 
confining  the  patient  within  doors,  except 
in  cold  or  wet  weather^ 


SECT.  VL 

Of  the  general  Jlrangury^ 

O  F  the  variety  of  complaints,  to  which 
thofe  are  expofed,  who  have  had  repeated 
and  long  continued  claps,  there  is  not 
one  more  to  be  dreaded  than  an  habitual 
ftrangury.  The  imminent  danger  of  an 
entire  retention  of  urine,  that  conftantly 
attends  this  difeafe,  the  freq[uent  delire  the 
patient  feels,  and  the  painful  endeavours 
he  is  obliged  to  exert,  in  order  to  expel 
his  urine,  render  life  as  precarious  as  it 
muft  be  miferable. 

I 

It  feldom  happens  that  this  difeafe  im¬ 
mediately  fucceeds  a  clap :  it  more  fre¬ 
quently 
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quently  occurs  that  the  patient  feels  rto 
prefiing  fymptoms  of  a  ftrangury  for  fome 
months,  or  even  years,  after  he  has,  to  all 
appearance,  been  perfectly  cured. 

There  are  but  very  few  fo  attentive  hi 
making  water  as  to  take  notice  of,  or  be 
any  way  alarmed,  although  they  fhould 
not  urine  in  as  full  a  ftream  as  they  were 
ufed  to  do  I  fo  that  the  difeafe  is  of  fome 
time  ftanding  before  the  patient  finds  any 
inconvenience  from  it,  or  applies  for  ad¬ 
vice;  which  he  generally  does  not  until/ 
from  the  progrefs  of  this  complaint,  he 
perceives  that  he  is  both  a  longer  time, 
more  frequently  follicited,  and  obliged  to 
life  greater  efforts,  in  making  water  than 
.ufual. 

The  feveral  affections  of  the  uretra,^ 
that  arife  in  confequence  of  repeated  claps, 
and  oppofe  the  free  evacuation  of  the 
urine,  may  be  diftinguifhed  as  follows. 
Carnofifies  or  caruncles.  ConftriClions 
in  different  parts  of  the  uretra,  from  the 
callous  cicatrices  of  former  ulcers.  En¬ 
largement  of  -the  uretral  glands,  that  ferve 
to  feparate  the  mucus,  generally  attended 

with 
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with  a  varicous  ftate  of  the  vefTels.  Cal-* 
lous  or  fungous  ulcers  feated  about  the 
excretory  du6ts  of  the  proftate  gland,  vef- 
ficulae  feminales,  and  uretal  glands.  An 
enlargment  of  the  veru  montanum.  An 
enlargement  of  the  proftate  gland. 

When  we  confider  how  few  opportu¬ 
nities  prefent  themfelves  of  demonftrative- 
ly  afcertaining  the  a6lual  exiftence  of  thofe 
various  affedlions  of  the  uretra,  a  point 
which  can  only  be  obtained  by  dilTeftion, 
we  will  not  be  furprized  that  praftitioners 
differ  very  much  in  opinion  as  to  the  ex¬ 
iftence  or  freqeuncy  of  fome  of  thofe  ob- 
ftacles. 

Carnosities  or  caruncles  in  the  uretra 
were  formerly  looked  on  as  the  only  obfta- 
cle  that  oppofed  the  free  expulfion  of  the 
urine,  and  the  whole  curative  indication 
was  to  confume  them  by  catheretics. 

The  celebrated  Morgagni,  whofe  au¬ 
thority  is  unqueftionable  in  all  cafes  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  inveftigation  of  diforders  by  dif- 
feftion,  afferts,  that  notwithftanding  the 

great 
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great  number  of  uretras  he  diffefled,  he 
never  made  but  one  cei'tain  obfervation  of 
a  flefhy  excrefcence  in  the  uretra;  but 
he  has  many  of  cicatrices  and  coarftati- 
ons^  and  this  one  carnofity  or  excrefcence 
was  produced  by  a  thin  cicatrix. 

Petit,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  fo 
many  improvements  in  furgery,  has  alfo, 
by  diffeflion  of  no  lefs  than  thirty  of 
thofe  fufpefted  to  have  had  carnofities,  at¬ 
tentively  examined  whether  thofe  carnoli- 
ties  aftually  did  exift^  but  he  avers  he 
never  found  the  leaft  appearance  of  this 
difeafe  in  any  of  them,  but  in  one^  and 
which  furrounded  a  fiftulous  hole  near  the 
veru  montanum,  and  communicated  with 
four  or  five  exterior  fiftulous  apertures  in 
the  perineum.  He  confiders  the  enlarg- 
ment  of  the  proftate  gland  as  the  more 
frequent  caufe  of  a  venereal  ftranguryf*. 

It  would  feem  from  the  refearches  of 
fo  refpe6lable  enquirers,  that  there  feldom 

or 

*  Vid  his  Work  de  Caufis  et  Sedibus  Morborum. 
P-530* 

f  Vide  his  pofthumous  Works .  Vol.  III.  26. 
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ever  are  caruncles  formed  in  the  uretra  5 
but  Van  Swieten,  from  the  cafe  of  a 
young  man,  whom  he  twice  fuccefsfully 
cured  of  a  clap,  and  a  caruncle  that  grew 
out  of  the  orifice  of  the  uretra,  is  inclined 
to  believe  they  may  grow  further  down-f-* 

f 

It  has  frequently  occurred  to  nie  to  fee 
cafes,  where  fmall  long  red  warts,  divided 
fomewhat  like  a  ralberry,  lay  in  the  orifice 
of  the  uretra,  and  which  feemed  to  take 
root  a  little  way  within  it,  and  fome  of 
the  mqft  obftinate  poxes  I  ever  faw  were 
attended  by  thofe  appearances.  That  thofe 
may  have  root  lov/er  down  in  the  ureta, 
I  believe  cannot  well  be  denied,  but  dilTec- 
tjon  jfhews  that  it  feldom  happens^ 

The  enlargement  of  the  fmall  glands 
that  feparate  the  uretral  mucus,  and  a  va- 
ricous  difpofition  of  the  veffels, 
of  the  uretra,  the  effeft  of  a  eibatrices, 
ulcerations  about  the  veru  motitanum, 
with  a  fchyrrus  of  the  proftate,  I  have 
found  to  be  the  moft  frequent  caufes  of 

a  venereal  ftrangury. 

F  When 
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When  the  venereal  virus  fixes  on  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  uretra,  it  ex¬ 
cites  a  general  erithifm  throughout  it’s 
whole  tragit,  the  mucous  glands  become 
enlarged,  and  fecrete  a  preternatural  quan¬ 
tity  of  mucus,  which  is  poured  into  the 
paflage  by  the  lacunae  or  canaliculi, 
and  becomes  purulent  from  the  ftate 
of  inflammation  and  excoriation,  or 
fuperficial  ulceration,  with  which  the 
lacunae  are  affefted.  The  running  conti¬ 
nues  as  long  as  the  virus  retains  it’s  flimu- 
lating  property ;  but  when  this  is  fubdued, 
the  erithifm  fubfides,  the  inflammatory 
fymptoms  gradually  difappear,  the  mu¬ 
cous  glands  leflen  to  their  natural  fize,  the 
running  at  laft  becomes  mucous,  and  foon 
after  totally  difappears. 

Bot  fhould  the  running  be  imprudent¬ 
ly  fupprefTed,  previous  to  the  entire  evacu¬ 
ation  of  the  virus,  and  fubfiding  of  all  en- 
largments,  that  may  have  taken  place  in 
the  mucous  glands  of  the  uretra,  fome  of 
thofe  will  remain  ftill  larger  than  what  is 

natural. 
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natural,  with  a  difpolition  readily  to  be¬ 
come  more  fo,  and  be  farther  produ6live 
of  a  derangement  in  the  freedom  of  cir¬ 
culation  in  the  fpungy  fubftance  of  the 
uretra,  which  may  become  varicous  and 
enlarged  in  different  places,  and  an  ha¬ 
bitual  ftrangury  will  infallibly  fucceed. 

That  this  is  the  general  caufe  of  vene¬ 
real  ftranguries,  I  do  prefume,  will  be 
found  both  by  experience  and  diffeftion  ; 
for  we  find  that  the  patients,  who  labour 
under  this  complaint,  are  either  fuch  as 
have  had  frequent  and  long  continued  claps, 
or  fuch  as  have  been  injudicioufly  treated, 
and  the  running  too  foon  fuppreffed,  and 
of  confequence  fome  of  the  mucous  glands 
have  remained  morbidly  enlarged. 

All  pra6titioners  are  agreed  that  our 
fuccefs,  •  in  the  cure  of  this  complaint,  de¬ 
pends  much  on  our  exciting  an  abundant 
difeharge  of  purulent  mucus  by  the  ufe  of 
bougies,  with  as  little  irritation  as  pofli- 
ble,  throughout  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  uretra  5  by  which  means  all  thofc 
glandsj  that  remained  hard  and  enlarged, 

F  2  become 
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become  foftened,  and  are  follicited  to  pei"- 

!■ 

form  their  ufual  funftions;  their  excreto- 
ries  become  free  and  open,  and  readily 
tranfmit  the  fecreted  mucus ;  they  leffen  to 
their  natural  lize,  and  the  varicous  en¬ 
largements  of  the  fpungy  fubftance  of  the 
uretra  difappear,  and  a  cure  is  effefted. 
This  fuccefs  we  more  frequently  experience 
when  the  proftate  gland  is  not  engaged, 
which  is  but  too  frequently  the  cafe  j  for 
ill  many  diffeftions  I  have  made,  where 
the  uretra  had  been  affefted,  I  never  found 
one,  in  which  the  proftate  gland  was  not 
more  or  lefs  enlarged. 

< 

There  is  no  dlfeafe  that  requires,  in 
the  fufgeon,  a  more  patient  attention  tO 
overcome,  than  a  venereal  ftrangury. 
Great  difcernment  is  often  required  in  or¬ 
der  to  enable  the  praflitioner  to  judge, 
whether  the  complaint  is  merely  local, 
and  the  patient  free  of  the  venereal  virus, 
and  to  what  kind  of  obftacle  we  are  to  im¬ 
pute  the  ftrangury. 

We  have  already  obferved  the  patient 
does  not  generally  apply  for  advice,  until 

the 
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the  difeafe  itfelf  is  of  fome  time  {landing, 
and  often  fome  months,  or  years,  after  he 
has  been  apparently  cured  of  a  clap.  If, 
a  few  months  after  being  treated  for  a 
clap,  he  fhould  perceive  a  diminution  in 
the  flream.of  his  urine,  that  it  is  forked, 
or  twilled  like  a  thread,  or  that  he  is 
obliged  to  exert  unufual  force  to  expel  it, 
which  he  feldom  can  do  completely,  fo 
that  his  bladder  not  being  entirely  emptied, 
he  is  obliged  more  frequently  to  make  wa¬ 
ter,  which,  intheprogrefsof  the  complaint, 
he  can  only  effeft  in  an  interrupted  man¬ 
ner,  or  drop  by  drop,  we  may  juftly  confider 
him  to  be  expofed  to  the  imminent  dan¬ 
ger  of  a  total  retention  of  urine ;  parti¬ 
cularly  if  the  patient  commit  any  irregu¬ 
larity. 

As  all  thofe  flranguries,  particularly 
thofe  that  appear  fo  immediately  after  a 
clap,  are  caufed  by  an  injudicious  mode  of 
treatment,  and  the  premature  fuppreffion 
of  the  veneral  running  5  notwithftanding 
that  the  patient  has  no  other  complaint  of 
the  infedlion,  yet  there  is  a  flrongprefump- 
tion  that  he  is  not  perfeilly  clear  of  it. 


If 
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If  he  ftiould  have  no  gleety  purulent 
running  appear,  either  before  or  after  mak¬ 
ing  water,  or  forenefs  along  the  uretra,  we 
have  no  reafon  to  expeft  any  ulcerations  in 
the  paflage  :  caruncles  and  fungufes  are 
feldom  met  with ;  nor  can  we  well  fuppofe, 
that  thofe  obftacles  would  oppofe  fo  great 
a  reliftance  to  the  repeated  efforts  of  the 
patient  in  order  to  make  water.  The 
proftate  gland,  and  thofe  of  the  uretra, 
will  be  found  the  moft  frequent  obfta¬ 
cles. 

In  order  to  afcertain,  as  much  as  pofli- 
ble,  the  ftate  of  the  proftate,  we  muft 
carefully  introduce  a  finger  in  ano,  where 
an  enlargement  of  any  moment  of  this 
gland  will  be  very  fenfible  to  the  touch  ; 
but  if  we  find  none,  and  that  the  patient 
notwithftanding  cannot  expell  the  laft  drop 
of  his  urine  completely,  but  that  it  drib¬ 
bles  from  him ;  if  in  coition  the  femen  is 
not  eje6led  with  a  proper  degree  of  force, 
but  either  runs  off  gradually  on  the  penis 
becoming  flaccid,  or  being  thrown  back 
into  the  bladder,  it  comes  off  after  mak¬ 
ing  water,  there  is  a  ftrong  prefumption 

I  the 
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the  veru  montanum,  and  even  the  poftate 
of  that  fide,  is  enlarged,  and  that  the  ex- 
cretories  of  the  vefficulae  feminales  are  af- 
fefted.  But  we  will  have  a  greater  degree 
of  certainty  of  this  being  the  cafe,  if  upon 
introducing  a  bougie  or  catheter,  we  find 
the  uretra  free  until  we  come  to  the  pro- 
ftate,  where,  from  the  conftriftion  of  this 
part  of  the  uretra,  there  will  be  great  difr 
ficulty  to  pafs  this  laft  into  the  bladder  ^ 
although  we  fliould  by  introducing  a  finger 
in  ano,  and  gently  lowering  at  the  fame 
time  the  hand  that  holds  the  catheter,  raife 
the  other  end,  fo  as  to  facilitate  it’s  en¬ 
trance  into  the  bladder.  Thofe  different 
circumftances  plainly  point  out  to  us  the 
feat  of  the  difeafe. 

But  cafes  frequently  occur  where  the 
patient  labours  under  a  ftrangury,  yet  has 
not  thofe  fymptoms,  which  more  imme¬ 
diately  chara6lerize  a  difeafe  of  the  proftate, 
veru  montanum,  or  vefficulae  feminales  j 
as  no  enlargement  of  the  proftate  can  be 
felt  in  ano,  and  the  patient  finds  no  defeift 
in  the  ejaculation  of  the  femen,  and  is  ca¬ 
pable  of  procreation.  Here  we  have  every 

reafon 
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reafon  to  imagine,  that  it  is  the  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  fome  of  the  uretral  glands,  and  the 
Ipungy  fubftance  of  the  uretra  become  va- 
ricous,  that  form  the  ftriftures  in  ditferent 
parts  of  the  uretra,  and  which,  on  intro¬ 
ducing  a  bougie,  we  may  be  fully  convinc¬ 
ed  of ;  yet,  even  in  thofe  cafes,  I  always 
fufpeft  the  proftate  to  be  more  or  lefs 
difeafed. 

It  is  not  fo  eafy  to  afcertain  whether 
the  patient  is  totally  free  of  the  venereal  vi¬ 
rus.  Much  information  will  be  obtained 
from  the  general  ftate  of  the  patient’s 
health.  If  he  has  had  no  venereal  fymp- 
tom  for  fome  years,  and  if  married,  that 
his  wife  and  children  have  never  had  any 
complaint  that  could,  with  propriety,  be  im¬ 
puted  to  a  venereal  affeftion  ;  in  this  cafe, 
we  may  look  upon  the  complaint  as  merely 
local.  But  ftiould  the  wife  or  children  of 
fuch  a  patient  have  even  anomalous  fymp- 
toms,  w'hich  we  might  be  induced  to  im¬ 
pute  to  the  effects  of  an  old  degenerated 
venereal  diforder,  I  believe  the  fafer  way 
for  the  patient  is,  to  be  confidered  by  the 
furgeon,  as  ftili  infefted  with  the  venereal 

virus. 
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Virus,  and  put  on  a  fuitable  courfe  of  an- 
tivenereals  ;  which  will  more  immediately 
tend  to  fecure  the  fuccefs  of  the  bou¬ 
gies. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that  it  is  but 
feldom  a  patient  puts  himfelf  under  the 
furgeon’s  direftion,  immediately  on  perceiv¬ 
ing  a  diminution  of  the  ftream  of  his  urine : 
he  generally  does  not  apply  for  advice  un¬ 
til  under  fome  of  the  following  circum- 
ftances.  i .  When  from  the  frequent  calls 
to  make  water,  and  painful  efforts  he  is 
obliged  to  exert  to  expell  it,  there  is  im¬ 
minent  danger,  on  any  irregularity,  of  an 
entire  retention  of  urine.  2.  When  he 
aftually '  labours  under  one.  3.  When  in 
confequence  of  abfceffes,  putrid  fuppurati- 
ons,  &c.  fiftulae  in  perineo  take  place. 

For  the  cure  of  thofe  various  obftrufti- 
ons  in  the  uretra,  practitioners  unanimouf- 
ly  have  recourfe  to  the  bougie,  a  variety  of 
forms  of  which  may  be  found  in  mofl:  au¬ 
thors  who  have  treated  on  this  fubjeft,  but 
all  of  them  liable  to  one  obje6i:ion  •,  which 
is,  that  except  where  the  obftacles  are  fuch 
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as  oppofe  but  a  flight  refiflance,  as  the  bou¬ 
gies  do  not  poflefs  a  fufRcieiit  degree  of 
elaflic  firmnefs  to  prevent  their  lofing  their 
form,  if  we  attempt  to  introduce  them  be¬ 
yond  any  confiderable  obflacle,  they  bend ; 
or  if  infinuated  by  force  any  way  through 
the  ftrifture,  it  is  in  a  tortuous  manner,  fo 
that,  upon  extraftion,  the  end  appears 
broken  and  twifled  like  a  cork-fcrew.  This 
is  of  the  utmoft  difadvantage,  as  it  excites 
a  great  deal  of  unneceflary  pain,  without 
anfwering  our  intention. 

To  obviate  the  confequence  of  thofe  de¬ 
fers,  I  have,  for  fome  years  pafl:,  formed  the 
bougies  I  ufe  on  cat-gut  of  a  proportion- 
able  thicknefs.  This  procures  us  all  the 
advantages  derived  from  their  poflefling  a 
proper  degree  of  firmnefs  and  flexibility, 
without  any  danger  either  of  their  breaking 
or  becoming  twifled  •  and  their  introduc¬ 
tion  is  attended  with  lefs  pain  than  that  of 
the  common  bougies. 

As  to  the  compofition  of  the  bougie 
plaifler,  we  fliould  adapt  it  to  our  intenti¬ 
on  of  procuring  a  fuppuration,  or  healing 

thofe 
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thofe  parts.  Bougies  therefore  may  be 
diftinguiftied  into  fuppurative  and  epulo- 
tic 

After  we  have  afcertained,  as  far  as  - 
poflible,  the  nature  of  the  obftacles  in  the 
uretra  which  we  are  about  to  remove,  it 
will  be  but  prudent  to  confine  the  patient 
to  an  antiphlogiftic  regimen,  for  fome 
days  previous  to  our  applying  the  bougies, 
and  to  adminifter  fome  cooling  phyfick ; 
and  if  he  fhould  be  of  a  fanguine  habit  of 
body,  it  will  be  extremely  proper  he  fhould 
iofe  fome  blood.  For  as  the  mucous  mem¬ 
brane  of  the  uretra  is  extremly  fenfible, 
and  that  the  ufe  of  the  bougies  will  necefla- 
rily  excite  fome  degree  of  inflammation, 
thofe  precautions  will  much  contribute  to 

obviate 

•  The  following  compofition,  for  the  fuppurative  ones, 

I  find  to  anfwer  very  well  :  Two  ounces  of  old  diachylon, 
one  ounce  of  mercurial  plailler,  half  an  ounce  of  crude  an¬ 
timony,  finely  levigated.  For  the  epulotic  ones : — Melted 
wax,  a  pound,  Goulard’s  extraU  of  lead,  two  ounces  *  Or, 
half  a  pound  of  yellow  wax,  olive  oil,  one  pound,  red  lead 
finely  levigated,  ten  ounces ;  melt  over  a  flow  fire  and  boil 
them  to  a  proper  confiftence.  The  firft  formula  is  not  mate¬ 
rially  different  from  that  of  Mr.  Sharp,  and  the  other  two  art 
partly  Mr.  Goulard’s  compofition. 
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obviate  the  confequences  that  might  fuc- 
ceed  from  too  great  an  irritability  of  the 

parts. 

The  manner  in  which  the  patient  makes 
water,  and  fmallnefs  of  the  ftream,  will 
direft  us  in  choofing  the  fize  of  the  bou¬ 
gie  ;  but  we  fhould  begin  with  a  fuppura- 
tive  one  of  the  fmaller  fize.  Having 
ftroaked  it  with  fome  fweet  oil,  and  put  the 
patient  in  the  fame  pofture  as  in  paffing 
the  catheter,  although  the  bougie  will 
fometimes  pafs  readier  when  he  ftands  or 
kneels,  we  gradually  introduce  it  until  we 
come  to  the  obftacle,  which  if  we  ufe  any 
force  to  pafs  with  the  common  bougies, 
they  always  bend  and  become  twifted ;  but 
this  does  not  happen  when  we  ufe  the  cat¬ 
gut  ones  :  I  feldom  fail,  even  in  the  firft 
attempt,  without  any  violence  to  pafs  them 
over  the  obftacles  into  the  bladder.  It  will 
be  proper  to  fecure  them  by  a  ligature  of 
cotton  thread. 

The  length  of  time,  a  bougie  fhould  be 
left  in  the  uretra,  will  be  in  proportion 
to  the  degree  of  eafinefs,  with  which  it 

is 
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is  borne  by  the  patient.  Some  will  bear 
it  the  whole  day  and  night,  except  when, 
they  are  obliged  to  take  it  out  to  make 
water,  and  then  they  pafs  a  frefli  one  in- 
Others  will  only  bear  them  a  few  hours 
in  the  four  and  twenty.  However,  after 
a  little  time,  all  the  pain  and  unneafinefs 
attending  their  ufe  generally  fubfide,  and 
an  abundant  purulent  difcharge  is  kept 
up. 

When,  from  the  eafmefs  of  palling  a 
proportionably  large  bougie,  the  duration 
of  the  fuppuration,  and  freedom  with 
which  the  patient  urines,  we  have  reafon 
to  imagine  the  obftacles  in  the  uretra  are 
in  a  great  meafure  removed,  I  generally 
fubftitute  the  epulotic  bougies  to  finilh  the 
cure.  The  time  that  this  will  take  to 
complete  is  very  uncertain,  as  fome  flight 
obftruftions  are  frequently  removed  in  a 
few  weeks  j  while  the  more  obftinate,  par¬ 
ticularly  where  the  proftate  gland  and  veru 
montanum  are  engaged,  often  require 
many  months. 


In 
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It 

In  all  thofe  cafes,  when  the  erithifm  at¬ 
tending  the  bougies  begins  to  fubfide,  I 
put  the  patient  on  a  fuitable  courfe  of  anti- 
venereals ;  but  I  generally  find  that  the 
mercurial  pill,  with  theextra6l  of  hemlock 
and  foap,  are  moft  eifeftual  >  except  where 
we  have  reafon  to  imagine  the  patient  to 
be  affefted  with  a  confirmed  lues  y  then  I 
prefer  the  mercurial  friiSlions,  ufed  only 
to  the  lower  extremeties. 

If  we  are  not  called  to  the  patient,  until 
he  aftually  labours  under  a  retention  of 
urine,  in  confequence  of  a  venereal  ftran- 
gury  ;  in  this  alarming  fituation,  which  is 
generally  attended  with  an  high  degree  of 
fever,  vomitings,  and  an  inflammatory  dif- 
pofition  of  the  proftate  gland,  neck  of  the 
bladder,  &c.  we  muft  have  fpeedy  recourfe 
to  bleeding,  which  Ihould  be  repeated  in 
proportion  to  the  patient's  habit  of  body, 
and  acutenefs  of  the  fymptoras.  Emollient 
clyfters  ftiould  be  frequently  thrown  up, 
and  the  antiphlogftic  regimen  be  ftridlly 
enjoined.  The  warm  bath  contributes 
much  to  relax  thofe  parts,  particularly 
v/hen  afFe6led  by  fpafm.  All  thofe  dire6li- 
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ons  fhould  certainly  be  tried,  if  we  are 
called  in  time,  previous  to  our  attempting 
to  pafs  the  catheter.  But  if  the  retention 
ftill  continues,  a  fmall  bougie  fhould  be 
firft  paffed  into  the  bladder,  if  poflible,  and 
left  there  for  fome  time  ;  which  may  render 
the  catheter  unnecefTary,  or  if  not,  make 
it  more  eafily  introduced. 


If  we  are  obliged  to  ufe  the  catheter,  we 
fhould  confider  that  we  muft  pafs  this  in- 
ftrument  through  parts  highly  inflamed, 
and  that  the  enlargement  of  the  proflate 
always  renders  this  operation  extremely 
difficult,  and  often  oppofes  an  infurmount- 
able  refiflance  to  its  introduftion  into  the 
bladder.  It  is  here  we  muft  rely  on  ad- 
drefs,  and  not  on  force,  which  will  gene¬ 
rally  precipitate  the  parts  into  a  gangre¬ 
nous  ftate.  After  we  have  drawn  off  the 
urine,  we  fhould  pafs  either  a  common  or 
canulated  bougie  into  the  bladder.  When 
the  tumult  of  thofe  fymptoms  fubfides,  we 
muft  put  the  patient  on  a  fuitable  treat¬ 
ment,  that  may  contribute,  with  the  ufe  of 
the  bougies,  to  remove  the  obftruftions 
in  the  uretra. 


Bur 
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But  in  cafes,  where  to  thofe  retentions 
of  urine,  abfcefles  of  the  proftate,  or  peri¬ 
neum,  have  fucceeded,  gangrenous  fup- 
puratlons  about  the  neck  of  the  bladder, 
infiltrations  of  urine  into  the  furrounding 
cellular  membrane,  diftending  the  peri¬ 
neum,  fcrotum.  See,  which  burft  in  con- 
fequence,  and  a  great  part  floughs  away, 
leaving  many  fifttulae  up  and  down  the 
perineum,  fcrotum  and  anus,  attended  with 
confiderable  callofities  from  which  the  pa¬ 
tient's  urine  drips.  Thofe  are  complaints, 
which  require  both  time  and  patience  to 
overcome ;  but  where  we  very  frequently 
and  unexpeftedly  fucceed,  by  a  fteady  ap¬ 
plication  of  the  bougies,  and  the  other 
means  already  laid  down.  The  canulated 
bougies  are  very  ferviceable  in  thofe  cafes  ; 
for  when  the  patient  withdraws  the  com¬ 
mon  ones,  in  order  to  urine,  the  water 
drips  dov/n  into  the  fiftulae,  which  much 
retards  the  cure  ^  whereas  the  canulated  ones 
prevent  this  from  happening.  The  catheter 

in 

*  The  mercurial  plainer  with  extradl  of  hemlock,  fpread 
upon  leather,  and  applied  to  the  perineum,  1  have  found  to 
contribute  very  much  to  the  fofreningof  thofe  calloftities. 
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in  the  figure  of  S,  invented  by  Petit,  I 
have  covered  vv^ith  the  bougie  plaifter,  and 
fubftituted  it  in  the  place  of  bougies,  and 
found  it  anfwered  extremely  well  -j*. 


SECT.  VII. 


Of  the  confirmed  pox, 

w  HEN  the  local  venereal  aiFeftions, 
we  have  already  confidered,  have  eitheif 
continued  for  a  long  time,  or  been  injudi* 
cioufly  treated,  the  virus  paffes  into  the 
circulation,  infefts  the  general  mafs  of 
humours,  and  produces  a  confirmed  pox. 
The  patient  now  exhibits  a  loathfome 
fpeftacle  :  large  chancrous  ulcers  affeft 
the  penis ;  venereal  fungufes,  or  warts, 
fhoot  out  about  the  fcrotum,  perineum 
and  anus  ;  various  copper-coloured  fpots 
appear  difperfed  up  and  down  the  furface 

G  ‘  of 
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of  the  body  5  ulceration^  of  the  tonfils,  pa¬ 
late,  nofe,  &c.  nofturnal  pains  5  exoftofis, 
carie§  and  different  enlai'gements  and  dif- 
eafes  of  the  bones.  .  \In  fliort  there  are 
but  few  parts  or  funftions  of  the  body, 
which,  under  different  circumftances,  it 

may  not  affeft.  As  mofl  authors  have  al- 

•> 

ready  fufiiciently  enlarged  on  the  fymptoms 
attendant  on  a  confirmed  lues,  I  fhall  pafs 
over  to  the  confideration  of  the  beft  me¬ 
thod  of  curing  this  diforder. 

Practitioners  are  unanimoufly  agreed, 
that,- in  order  to  cure  a  confirmed  pox,  the 
adminiflration  of  mercury,  in  a  certain 
quantity,  becomes  indifpenfably  neceffary;. 
but  the  manner,  and  quantity,  in  which  we 
Ihould  introduce  it  into  the  fyftem,  and 
how  it  afts  in  effecting  a  cure,  are  fubjefts 
on  which  their  opinions  are  extremely  di-* 
vided.  ,  Without  entering  into  any^  prolix 
detail  o^  thofe  feveral  opinions,  I  will  only 
offer  what  I  have  found,  on  attentive  ob- 
fervation,  the  moft  effedlual  method  of 
curing  this  difeafe^ imder  different;  Ipath- 
fome  circumftances. 


r  •  T 
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One  principal  attention  we  fhould  Have, 
previous  to  our  adopting  any  method  of 
treating  a  patient  infefted  with  a  confirm¬ 
ed  po}t,  is,  the  particular  habit  of  body  he 
is  of,  and  the  general  ftate  of  his  health 
for  upon  a  due  confideration  of  thofe 
points,  our  fuccefs  in  adminiftering  mer¬ 
cury  will  much  depend.  It  but  too  fre¬ 
quently  happens  that,  for  want  of  thofe 
attentions,  many  painfull  inconveniencies 
are  experienced  by  the  patient  in  the  pro- 
fecution  of  his  cure,  which  but  too  often, 
through  the  negledl  of  a  previous  well 
adapted  preparation,  will  not  be  effefted. 

When  a  courfe  of  mercurial  friftions  is 

r 

thought  neceffary,  to  cure  a  patient  infefted 
with  a  pox,  it  often  happens,  that  thofe  are 
adminiftered  without  any  other  preparation 
than  a  dofe  or  two  of  phylick  ;  by  which 
means  the  patient  is  at  once  thrown  into 
an  high  degree  of  falivation  ;  fo  as  entirely 
to  preclude  the  introducing  into  the  fyftem 
a  fufEcieiit  quantity  of  mercury  to  effe61:  a 
cure  ;  at  the  fame  time  that  he  muft  under- 

y  I  .  w  . 

go  all  the  dangerous  and  loathfome  confe- 

quences  of  a  falivation 

G  2  There 
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There  are  certain  conftitutional  com- 
J)laints,  which  render  venereal  afFeftions 
very  obftinate,  and  extremely  unfavourable 
to  the  adminiftration  of  mercury :  Among 
the  many  of  them,  a  fcorbutic,  or  fcro- 
phulous,  habit  of  body,  and  great  debility 
in  the  nervous  fyftem  juftly  claim  our 
moft  ferious  attention- 

It  is  a  general  received  opinion  among 
pradlitioners,  that,  in  cafes  where  the  ve¬ 
nereal  virus  is  combined  with  a  fcorbutic 
habit  of  body,  the  good  effedts  of  mercury 
are  not  only  rendered  very  precarious,  but 
it’s  adminiftration  extremely  dangerous : 
This,  under  certain  limitations,  muft  un¬ 
doubtedly  be  alldwed- 

But  there  exifts  a  great  difference  in 
fcorbutic  affeftions; '  for  foriie  are  of  the  dry 
ferpiginous  fcruff-like  kind  of  blotches,  or 
tetters,'  which  (hew  only  an  acrimonious 
and  not  fceptic  difpofition  of  the  humours  1 
while  thofe  that  appear  in  livid  or  violet 
fpots  fcattered  over  the  body, "  attended 
with  loofe,  putrid,  fwelled  ^gums,  fubjeft 
to  bleed  on  trifling  occafions,  bloated  face, 

wearinefs. 
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wearinefs,  cold  fwellings  and  pain  in  the 
extremities,  fwelled  hypochondria,  bad  di- 
geftion,  &c.  are  lure  criterions  of  the  heal¬ 
thy  crafis  of  the  fluids  being  broke  down, 
and  that  they  ftrongly  tend  to  a  ftate  of 
putrefeency. 

/ 

When  we  are  determined  to  adminifter 
mercury,  it  is  of  no  fmall  importance  to 
have  in  view  the  diflinftion  of  fcorbutic 
affeftions,  into  the  acrimonious  and  putrid. 

1 

I  HAVE  generally  obferved,  that  thofe 
afFefted  with  dry  fcorbutic  eruptions  bear 
mercury  extremely  well ;  and  it  frequent¬ 
ly  occurs,  that  in  pafling  through  a  courfe 
of  mercurial  friftions,  they  are  cured  both 
of  the  pox  and  fcurvy.  It  will  be  extre¬ 
mely  neceflary  that  fuch  patients  undergo, 
for  a  week  at  leafl:,  a  previous  preparation 
before  they  begin  a  courfe  of  mercurials. 
For  this  purpofe,  they  Ihould  be  put  on 
a  light  humefting  regimen,  abftaining  from 
wine,  &c.  they  fhould  be  purged  occafional- 
ly  with  any  of  the  neutral  falts,  and  drink 
every  day  a  quart  or  tfiree  prints  of  decoc¬ 
tion  of  farfaparrilla.  It  will  be  particular- 

ly 


[  86  3 

ly  ufeful,  they  (hould  ufe  the  wgtrm  bath, 
every  day  during  the  preparation ;  as  it 
tends  to  determine  the  aftion  of  the  mer¬ 
cury  towards  the  Ikin,  a  defirable  circuni- 
ftance  in  this  cafe.  When  thus  prepared, 
they  may  enter  on  the  mercurial  courfe, 
and  be  rubbed  without  any  particular  re¬ 
gard  to  the  fcorbutic  afFeftion. 

But  in  cafes,  where  the  patient's  hu¬ 
mours  ftrongly  tend  to  putrefcency,  we 
mufl:  alter  our  mode  of  preparation ;  for 
fuch  will  not  derive  any  advantage  from 
the  warm  bath,  or  repeated  purging ;  on 
the  contrary,  they  generally  prove  hurt¬ 
ful.  A  light  antifceptic  regimen,  with  a 

i  -  ' 

porportionable  quantity  of  red  wine,  will 
be  neceflary  j  and  I  have  feen  the  beft  ef- 
fefts  from  the  patient’s  drinking  the  malt 
infufion,  viz.  wort,  for  feven  or  eight  days 
before  he  begins  with  the  fri6tions ;  which 
fliould  be  adminiftered  in  fmall  quantities, 
and  at  fuch  intervals,  as  that  we  may 
guard  againft  the  mercury’s  rapidly  taking 
to  the  mouth,  a  circumftance  very  frequent 
in  thofe  conftitutions. 

As 
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•  As  the  introduction  of  mercury  Into  the 
fyftem  tends  to  break  down,  and  to  give, 
at  the  fame  time,  a  fceptic  tendency  to  the 
fluids,  if,  through  the  courfe,  we  give  the 
patient  a  decoClion  of  bark  and  farfaparril- 
la,  and  allow  him  a  moderate  quantity  of 
red-wine,  we  may  obviate  many  dangerous 
confequences,  that  otherwife  generally  at¬ 
tend  thofe  cafes,  and  happily  effeCl  a  cure, 
even  under  thofe  difagreeable  circum- 
ftances. 

In  treating  patients  of  a  fcrophulous  ha¬ 
bit  of  body,  that  are  poxed,  if  any  of  the 
glands  about  the  neck  are  much  enlarged, 
or  that  we  have  reafon  to  fufpeCt  the  bron¬ 
chial  glands  are  engaged,  we  fliould  be 
careful,  by  our  mode  of  preparation,  to 
determine  the  aClion  of  the  mercury  as 
much  as  poffible  to  the  Ikin,  and  not  fuffer 
it  to  affeCt  the  mouth  much.  A  foft  dilut-r^ 
ing  regimen,  mild  faline  purges,  and  the 
warm  bath,  are  the  proper  means  to  an- 
fwer  this  intention  ;  and  to  adminifter  the 
frictions  in  fmall  quantities,  fo  as  to  keep 
as  much  as  poffible  to  the  line  of  extinCli- 
pii.  Through  the  negleCt  of  thofe  fmall 

attentions. 
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attentions,  I  have  frequently  feen  the  pa¬ 
tient,  at  the  end  of  a  mercurial  courfe, 
thrown  into  a  flow  heftic,  attended  with 
fpitting  of  pus,  from  the  a6lion  of  the 
mercury,  on  the  enlarged  bronchial  glands, 
having  determined  them  to  fuppurate. 

In  patients,  particularly  women,  who 
labour  under  a  great  debility  of  the  ner¬ 
vous  fyftem,  we  muft,  in  a  great  meafure, 
difpenfe  with  any  tedious  or  evacuating 
mode  of  preparation :  they  cannot  well 
bear  a  repetition  of  the  warm  bath,  and 
muft  have  a  reafonable  indulgence,  in 
point  of  regimen,  during  the  courfe  of  the 
friftions  ^  which  fhould  be  managed  with 
the  utmoft  difcretion,  fo  as  to  avoid,  as 
much  as  poffible,  any  confiderable  diftur- 
bance.  We  will  derive  great  advantage 
from  the  ufe  of  opiates,  occafionally  given, 
in  order  to  quiet  the  many  nervous  affec¬ 
tions,  which  the  llighteft  courfe  is  liable  to 
excite  in  fuch  conftitutions. 

But  in  patients,  who  labour  under  none 
of  thofe  conftitutional  difadvantages,  what 
will  be  the  moft  eligible  mpde  of  treat-  ' 

ment 
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mtnt  to  adopt,  prefents  itfelf  next  to  our 
confideration. 

In  all  thofe  cafes,  previous  to  our  adml- 
niftering  any  form  of  mercurials,  if  the 
fituation  of  the  patient  permit  it,  he  fliould . 
be  put  on  a  foft,  light,  antifceptic  regi¬ 
men,  for  fome  days  5  bled.  If  plethoric, 
and  occ^fionally  purged  with  fome  of  the 
neut raj  fait s :  two  or  three  warm  baths,  I 
have  generally  found  fully  fufiicient.  The 
patient  fhould  drink  plentifully,  through 
the  day,  a  light  decoftion  of  farfaparilla, 
or  even  barley  water  may  be  fubftituted. 

After  this  preparation,  which  is  abfo- 
lutely  necelfary,  he  may  begin  the  courfe. 
The  chamber,  where  he  is  to  continue  dur¬ 
ing  the  treatment,  fliould  be  dry  and  airy. 
No  fcreens  before  the  doors,  or  blankets  up 
to  the  windows,  Ihould,  by  any  means, 
be  permitted,  nor  fliould  his  bed-cloths  be 
fncreafed.  The  patient  having  put  on  the 
common  flannel  drefs,  which  is  neceflary, 
as,  in  fome  meafure,  it  may  tend  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  aftion  of  the  mercury  towards  the 
furface,  I  make  himfelf  rub  in  one  drachm 
of  mercury,  on  one  of  his  legs  :  he 

Ihould 
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Ihould  not  be  ftriving  to  rub  it  dry  in,  or 
be  too  near  the  fire ;  as  it  brings  out  trou- 
blefome  pimples,  and  is  in  faft  fuperflu- 
ous.  The  rubbing  Ihould  be  continued, 
the  firfl:  week,  every  fecond  night,  ufing 
a  drachm  at  a  time,  and  rubbing  alter¬ 
nately  the  legs  and  thighs ;  but  applying 
the  friftions  to  the  arms,  I  think  totally 
unneceffary. 

During  this  time,  I  leave  the  mercu¬ 
ry  to  it's  own  free  determination:  it  is 
feldom  that,  in  this  mode  of  adminifter- 
ing  it,  it  takes  to  the  mouth  in  any  difa- 
greeable  manner.  The  patient,  during 
the  courfe,  fhould  drink  plentifully  of 
fome  mild  diluting  liquor,  and,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  abftain  from  the  ufe  of  animal  food, 
and,  when  coftive,  have  a  clyfter  injefted. 

The  firft  week  being  paft,  the  fyftem 
is,  in  fome  meafure,  familarized  to  the  ufe 
of  mercury,  and  therefore  it  may  be  in¬ 
troduced  in  larger  quantities.  Each  rub¬ 
bing  now  may  confift  of  two  drachms,  to 
be  fo  continued,  as  may  be  judged  necef- 
fary  fully  to  faturate  the  fluids,  and  effeft 
.1  cure. 

In 
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In  the  profecution  of  this  courfe,  the 
patient’s  mouth  will,  in  general,  become 
fore,  and  he  may  fpit  from  two  to  three 
pints,  in  the  twenty  four  hours  ;  but  I  have 
not  experienced  thofe  difagreeable  confe- 
quences  attending  fuch  a  fpitting,  as  authors 
feem  fo  ftudious  to  enlarge  on.  Through 
the  whole  courfe,  the  patient  may  walk 
about  his  room ;  and  I  have  known  many 
tranfa6t  fuch  bulinefs,  as  did  not  require 
their  attendance  abroad. 

Practitioners  have  been  much  divided 
in  opinion,  about  the  quantity  of  mercury 
it  is  neceflary  to  introduce  into  the  fyftem, 
and  the  time  this  will  take  up,  in  order 
to  efFe6l  a  cure,  in  a  confirmed  pox.  Thofe 
are  queftions,  which  no  man  can  poli- 
tively  refolve ;  as  both  the  quantity  of 
mercury,  and  time  requifite  to  introduce 
it,  depend  on  a  variety  of  circumftances, 
which  the  event  alone  determines. 

There  is  no  manner  of  doubt  that  he, 
who  begins  with  a  fmall  quantity  of  oint-* 
ment,  and  encreafes  it,  as  in  the  method 
laid  down,  will  be  able  to  introduce,  with 

lefs 


[  92  ] 

lefs  difturbance,  and  in  a  (horter  time,  a 
larger  quantity  of  mercury  into  the  fy- 
ftem,  than  he,  who  begins  with  two 
drachms,  and  is  obliged  generally  to  de- 
creafe  the  quantity  as  he  proceeds  5  and  it 
often  happens  that,  in  this  method,  it 
gets  fo  fuddenly  to  the  mouth,  as  to  oblige 

us  to  fufpend  the  friftions  for  fome  days. 

1 

There  are  many  attentions  neceflary  to 
have,  during  the  treatment  of  a  patient 
under  mercurial  friftions ;  but  they  are  fo 
ably  laid  down  by  the  celebrated  Aftruc, 
and  Van  Swieten,  that  it  would  be  fuper- 
fluous  for  me  to  recapitulate  them. 

It  has  been  a  queftion  long  agitated 
among  pra6litioners,  whether  the  efficacy 
of  mercury,  in  the  cure  of  a  confirmed 
pox,  depended  more  immediately  on  it’s 
afting  as  a  fpecific,  than  in  exciting  a  fa- 
livation.  The  advocates  for  it’s  aftingas 
a  fpecific  hold  it  as  a  fixed  axiom,  that 
the  greater  quantity  of  mercury  we  intro¬ 
duce  into  the  fyftem,  and  the  longer  it 
circulates  in  the  general  mafs  of  humours, 
without  exciting  either  a  falivation,  or  any 

confiderable 
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confiderable  evacuation,  the  more  certain 
we  may  be  of  radically  curing  the  moft  in¬ 
veterate  degree  of  venereal  infeftion :  And 
one  of  the  moft  refpeftable  authorities^, 
in  favour  of  the  method  of  extinftion, 
aflerts,  as  a  decifive  proof  of  mercury’s 
afting,  as  a  fpecific,  that  the  moft  folid 
cures,  and  thofe  that  have  been  effedled  in 
the  fhorteft  time,  have  been  obtained  with 
the  leaft  fenfible  evacuation. 

The  advocates  for  exciting  a  falivation 
think,  that  a  copious  fpitting  is  eflential  in 
the  cure  of  the  pox,  as  it  critically  depu¬ 
rates  and  expells  the  venereal  virus  from 
the  general  mafs  of  humours.  When  we 
bring  thofe  different  opinions  to  the  teft  of 
experience,  we  will  find  that  both  parties 
have  confiderably  advanced  too  much  in 
favour  of  their  refpeftive  opinions. 

There  are  but  few  conftitutions,  that 
will  bear  with  impunity,  to  be  under  the 
influence  of  mercurials  for  three  or  four 
months ;  nor  can  we,  in  general,  without 
the  imminent  danger  of  debilitating  the 

texture 


^  Vide  Dr.  Petit’s  Parallel,  p.  73. 
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; 

texture  of  the  velTels,  breaking  dowrt  the 
healthy  erafis  of  the  fluids,  and  giving 
them  a  fceptic  tendency,  introduce  fo  great 
a  quantity  of  mercury,  as  thofe  gentlemen 
fo  familiarly  fpeak  of  as  neceffary  to  efFe6l 
a  cure ;  and  I  am  convinced  from  repeated 
experience,  that,  when  the  fyfl:em  i&  over^ 
charged  with  mercury,  it  often  proves  an 
unfutmonntafale  obftacle  to  the  healing  of 
venereal  ulcers  y  for  I  have  often  found,  in 
thofe  cafes,  that,  the  more  mercury  was 
rubbed  in  after  a  certain  quantity,  the 
worfc  appearance  the  ulcers  put  on*  *  : 
And,,  by  obftinately  perfiflring  iri  a^cdurfc 
of  mercurials,-  many  patients  have  ioft  their 
lives,  or  had  •  their  eonflitutions  irreparably 
impaired ;  whereas  we^  frequently  find', 
that,  when  mercurials  are  left  off,  and 
that  the  patient  has  recovered  his  flefh  &C. 
thofe  fores  heal  of  themfelves  with  very 
little  furgical  attention. 

» »  « i 

I  PRESUME  it  will  evidently  appear,  that 
the  fubduing  of  the  venereal  virus  does  not 
fo  immediately  depend;  on  the  quantity  of 
mercury  We  are  able  to  throw  into  the  lyf- 

tern 


Vide  Nate  v-. 


[  95  ] 

tern,  as  on  the  manner  of  introducing  it ; 

.  when  we  confider,  how  many  have  been 
cured  of  inveterated  poxes,  by  faline  mer¬ 
curials,  particularly  the  corrolive  fublimate, 
that  have  refifted  every  mode  of  treatment 
by  undlion.  The  mercury  that  effefts  the 
cure,  in  thofe  cafes,  muft  be  but  a  few 
grains  •,  and  I  have  feen  inftances,  where  the 
method  of  extinftion  has  failed,  although 
judicioufly  conduced  j  and  by  far  more 
mercury  introduced,  than  afterwards  ef- 
fedted  a  cure,  by  leaving  it  to  aft  accord¬ 
ing  to  if  s  own  free  determination,  and  a 
gentle  fpitting  kept  up. 

In  whatever  mode  mercury  is  exhibited, 
it*s  Gonftant  and  uniform  operation  will  be 
to  encreafe  fome  evacuation :  If  it  does  not 
take  to  the  mouth,  it  will  undoubtedly  aft, 
either  on  the  furface,  inteftinal  tube,  or  by 
the  kWneys  3  and  prove  perhaps  as  power¬ 
ful  an  evacuant,  either  by  fweat,  ftool,  or 
urine,  as  when  a  moderate  degree  of  fali- 
vation  is  the  confequence  5  fo  that  it  is 
imprafticable,  even  were  it  advifable,  to 
detain  a  large  quantity  of  mercury  rolling 
in  the  general  mafs  of  humours  j  as  if  s 

extreme 
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extreme  divifibility  readily  admits  of  it's 
paffing  out  of  the  body  by  moft  of  the  ex- 
cretories. 

I  BELIEVE  experience  will  convince  us 
of  the  propriety,  of  rather  leaving  mercury 
to  it’s  own  free  determination,  which  is  ge¬ 
nerally  to  the  mouth,  than  ftrive  to  impede 
this  natural  tendency,  and  turn  it’s  adtion 
differently.  I  am  very  far  from  being  an 
advocate  for  an  high  degree  of  falivation, 
or  running  the  rilk  of  its  many  painful 
and  difagreeable  inconveniencies  :  I  am 
convinced,  that  many  dangerous  confe- 
quences  proceed  from  throwing  mercury 
imprudently  into  patients,  perhaps  unpre¬ 
pared  to  receive  it ;  by  which  the  whole 
head  and  face  become  fo  fwelled,  and  fuch 
a  flux  is  raifed,  as  to  prevent  our  admini- 
ftering  a  fuffleient  quantity  of  mercury  to 
effeft  a  cure,  by  which  means,  our  views 
are  fruflrated.  But  this  is  an  unwarrant¬ 
able  abiife  of  mercury,  and  to  which  every 
method  of  cure  is  liable,  and  cannot,  with 
any  degree  of  reafon,  be  brought  as  an  ar¬ 
gument  againft  the  method  already  laid 
down. 


Whoever 
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Whoever  will  attentively  confider  the 
good  efFefts,  that  mercury  produces  on 
venereal  fores,  will  find  that  they  are  always 
moft  eonfpicuous,  when  the  mouth  begins 
to  be  fore,  and  a  gentle  fpitdng  takes  place : 
painful,  indurated  and  gleety  ulcers,  hi 
general,  foon  change  their  appearance  ; 
the  pain  fubfides,  the  hardnefs  begins  to 
dilfolve,  and  the  gleety  difcharge  turns  to 
good  pus ;  the  ulcers  put  on  a  healthy 
florid  appearance,  and  foon  cicatrize.  All 
this  fo  remarkably  depends  on  the  mer¬ 
cury  being  left  to  it's  own  determination, 
that  fome  pradlitioners  purpofely  make  the 
mouth  fore,  in  order  to  change  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  ulcers  for  the  better^ 

If  we  fuppofe  that,  in  order  to  cure  a 
confirmed  pox,  it  will  be  neceflary,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  that  the  patient  rub  from  threo  to 
five  ounces  of  mercurial  ointment,  and 
that  the  time  it  will  be  prudent  to  keep  the 
patient  in  a  mercurial  courfe  ought  not, 
except  in  fome  particular  cafes,  to  exceed 
fix  weeks,  at  fartheft,  I  would  be  glad  to 
be  informed,  how  we  can  introduce,  in 

H  that 
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that  titnty  a  fujffieient  quantity  of  iriefcilfy^ 
and  avoid  making  the  patient  fpit,  with  all 
the  previous  preparation  that  is  laid  down, 
which  feW  will  Or  oUght  to  fubmit  to  t 
This  will  take  up  from  tWo  to  three,  or 
more,  months  to  effeft :  and  after  all,  the 
cute  will  remain  doubtful  ;  fo  that  not- 
withflandiug  the  ftrohg  affertions  of  thofe 
gentlemen  of  curing  confirmed  poxes  more 
effectually,  and  in  a  fllorter  fpace  of  time, 
by  extinClioii  than  by  any  Other  method, 
I  muft  own  it  appears  to  me  rather  para¬ 
doxical  ;  nor  Is  this  opinion  grounded  on 
fpeculation,  for  I  have  repeatedly  tried 
both  methods,  and  am  fully  convinced  that 
is  the  beft,  in  which  the  mercury  is  left  to 
it's  own  natural  tendency,  and  the  friClIons 
fo  adminiftered,  as  to  keep  up  a  gentle 
fpitting ;  but  avoiding,  at  the  fame  time, 
all  the  dangerous  confequences  of  an  high 
falivation 

It  is  difficult  to  reconcile  the  ftrong  pre¬ 
judice,  that  feems  to  appear  in  the  greater 
number  of  our  molt  refpeClable  authors^ 
againft  the  internal  adminiftration  of  faline 

mercurial 
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ihercurial  preparations,  with  the  general 
praftice  of  prefcribing  them  in  moft  vene¬ 
real  cafes  :  If  there  was  fo  much  danger  to 
be  apprehended  from  their  ufe,  as  they 
ftrive  to  inculcate,  prudent  praftitioners 
would  have  long  fince  abandoned  them  5 
but,  far  from  this  being  the  cafe,  they 
often  find  them  poffeffed  of  a  fuperior  effi¬ 
cacy  to  unftion,  in  the  cure  of  fome  venereal 
affections;  There  are  but  very  few  of  them 
that  may  not  be  given  with  the  utmoft 
fafety  to  ^the  patient. 

)  ■ 

That  there  are  fome  conffitutionsj 
which  the  internal  ufe  of  mercurials  will 
not  agree  with,  andj  if  perfifted  in,  may 
be  productive  of  dangerous  effeCts,  muff: 
be  allowed  5  but  every  prudent  praCtitionef 
will  avoid  ordering  them  in  thofe  cafes,  or, 
if  he  does,  he  will  immediately  leave  them 
off,  on  their  difagreeing  with  the  pa¬ 
tient. 

There  are  few  mercurial  preparations 
more  decried,  and  notwithftanding  more 
generally  given,  than  the  corrofive  fubii- 
mate  in  folution.  If  we  confult  the  me- 

H  2 
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moirs  of  the  royal  academy  of  furgery^, 
we  will  find  Mr.  Pibrac,  in  a  memoir, 
produces  many  fatal  inftances,  that  even 
it’s  external,  as  well  as  internal  ufe,  has 
been  produftive  of.  In  moft  treatifes  we 
find  a  ftudied  difplay  of  various  nervous 
affeftions,,  vomitings,  dyfenteric  purgings 
and  death,  being  the  confequence  of  admi- 
niftering  this  medicine. 

That  corrofive  fublimate  is  liable  to 
produce  all  thofe  ditadful  effefts,  if  given 
in  too  large  a  dofe,  is  as  true,  as  that  an 
over-dofe  of  opium  will  fet  a  man  to  deep 
for  everv  yet  I  believe,  notwithftanding, 
there  are  but  few  that  will  be  intimidated 
from  giving  a  grain  of  this  ineftimable  me¬ 
dicine  on  a  proper  occafion  j  nor  need  we 
be  afraid  of  giving  corrofive  fublimate, 
when  indicated,  provided  we  give  it 
according  to  the  direction  of  Van 
Swieten ;  or  begin  with  a  quarter  of  a 
grain  -f*.  It  is  to  the  abufe  of  this  medicine, 

and 

•  Vide  Tom.  IV.  p.  153. 
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and  giving  an  over-dofe,  that  we  muft  at¬ 
tribute  thofe  fatal  confequences. 

The  venereal  affeftions,  in  which  I  have 
principally  found  the  adminiftering  of  the 
folution  to  be  far  preferable  to  the  treat¬ 
ment  by  unftion,  are  thofe  poxes  I  have 
already  defcribed,  that  have  been  acquired 
by  Ample  contaft ;  thofe  that  are  attended 
with  warts  of  the  glans,  penis,  &c.  exoftofis 
and  enlargement  of  the  bones  5  and  in  fhort, 
all  pocky  cutaneous  eruptions  :  In  thofe 
feveral  cafes,  I  have  frequently  experienced 
tlie  good  effefts  of  the  folution,  if  given 
prudently,  and  a  proper  regimen  enjoined. 
In  the  firft  cafe,  which  is,  in  general,  only 
to  be  met  with  among  the  lower  order  of 
people,  and  which  often  runs  through  a 

whole 

rolive  fublimate,  twelve  grains ;  camphor,  four  grains  ; 
triturate  them,  and  gradually  add  a  quart  of  brandy,  and  an 
ounce  of  fyrrop  of  wild  poppies :  Or,  corrolive  fublimate, 
fal  ammon,  each  twelve  grains ;  triturate  them,  add  a  quart 
of  diftilled  water  and  an  ounce  of  fyrrop  of  orange  peels ; 
of  either,  a  fpoonful  to  be  given  night  and  morning,  which 
may  be  gradually  encreafed,  if  found  necelTary  :  The  pati¬ 
ent  Ihould  drink  a  pint  of  barley  water,  or  any  fuitable  de- 
coftion,  after  each  fpoonful. 
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whole  family,  and  feems  to  be  the  fame 
difeafe  as  the  hbbens,  *  fo  common  ii> 
fome  parts  of  Scotland,  after  the  patient 
has  gone  through  the  general  preparatory 
courfe,  -  and  taken  three  or  four  warm 
baths,  the  foliition  fhpuld  be  given,  along 
with  a  ,  deco6tion  of  roots  of  bardana,.  or, 
in  fome  cafes,  of  farfaparilla.  I  have  ge¬ 
nerally  found  that  the  prohibiting  the  ufe 
of  animal  food,  during  the  courfe,  con¬ 
duces  to  the  patient's  being  fooner  well. 
If  vsp  begin  with  tl^e  dofe  of  a  quarter  of 
a  grain,  twiC!P  a  day,  except  in  fome  irrita¬ 
ble  Gonftitution?,  it  will  feldorn  a^eft  the 
ftpmach  or  bovyels:  We  may  aftef  gra¬ 
dually*  encreafe  if  to  the  full  dpfe  of  half 
a  grain.  The  patient  ftiqukl  dilute  plenti¬ 
fully  through  the  day  3.  and  I  have  found, 
that,  by  their  wearing  of  a  flannel  Ihirt 
next  their  fkin,  the  ftomach  or  bowels  are 
not  fo  apt  to  be  affefted, 

There  are  no  .  poxes,  in  general,  harder 

■  •  •  *  *  .»•  .  . 

to  cure,  than  thofe  attended  with  venereal 
warts:  I  have  Teen -cafes  of  this  kind  rc- 

fift 

■:>  •  '  .-n  ’ 

*  Vide  Hill’s  Cafes  in  Surgery,  p.  223. 
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fift  every  mode  of  treatment,  particularly 
repeated  mercurial  fridtions ;  which,  when 
too  long  perfevered  in,  have  terminated  in 
a  fatal  rapid  heffic :  ^  I  have  recently 
found  that  the  folution,  with  a  ftrong  de- 
codjtipn  of  farfaparrilla,  or  guaiacum,  bids 
fairer  for  removing  them,  than  any  other 
mode  of  treatment  I  have  feen  praftifed. 
During  the  courfe,  the  warts  flrould  be 
waflied,  two.  or  tbree  times  a  day,  with  a 
folution  ftronger  than  that  given  inwardly  . 

In  venereal  enlargements  of  the  bones, 
and  cutaneous  eruptions,  which  we  often 
find  elude  the  force  of  mercurial  unftion, 
the  folution  frequently  effefts  a  cure,  if 
given  with  a  ftrong  decoftion  of  guaiacum, 
or  farfaparilla  j  but  in  difeafes  of  the  bones, 
I  prefer  the  guaiacum. 

The  fuperior  degree  of  penetrability,  if 
I  may  fo  exprefs  myfelf,  which  this  medi¬ 
cine.  poftefles  above  all  other  mercurials, 
and  it's  aftion  being  chiefly  determined  to 
the  furface,  may  be  the  reafon,  why  we 

find 
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find  in  it  fo  powerful  a  refource,  in  many 
venereal  cafes.  But  it  is  judicioufly  ob- 
ferved  by  the  great  Van  Svyieten,  that  it 
fhould  not  be  given  to  thofe,  who  have 
a  huiky  dry  breaft,  who  are  troubled  with 
a  cough,  whofe  nervous  fyftem  is  exceffive- 
ly  irritable,  or  who  are  fubjeft  to  any  he¬ 
morrhage  ;  for  fuch  will  not  bear  this  me¬ 
dicine  without  detriment,  even  although 
it  be  ever  fo  prudently  adminiftered. 


NOTES, 
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NOTE  I.  p.  20, 

THE  following  Cafes  are  examples  of 
what  we  have  afferted. 


CASE  I, 


1772. 

A  GENTLEMAN  went  into  a  brothel, 
and  lay  with  a  girl :  In  fix  weeks  after,  he 
had  the  glans  all  ulcerated,  and  a  terrible 
phymofis.  I  treated  him,  and  in  fome 
time  he  got  well.  During  the  fix  weeks 
before  the  diforder  appeared,  he  had  fre¬ 
quent  communication  with  his  wife,  who 
never  had  the  leaft  complaint  in  confe- 
quence. 


CASE 
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CASE  II. 


Septemberj  1778, 


A  WOMAN  had  been  ten  years  abfent 
from  her  hufband  :  Oh  thdr  coming  again 
together,  ftie  began^  in  about  three  weeks, 
to  complain  of  a  fqrenefs  about  the  labia, 
which  daily  encreafed  t  About  five  months 
after,  fhe  applied  to  rne,  when  fhe  was  not 
well  able  to  walk.  On  examining  her,  I 
found  the  entire*  labia  covered  with  vene¬ 
real  chancres,  fome  ulcerated.  On  examinr 

1 

ing  the  hulband,  he  had  not  the  leaft  vene¬ 
real  appearance  j  although,  during  the  time, 
he  had  frequent  cbnneftion  with  her,  and 
ihe  ^Gonceived  But  he  faid  he  had  fome 

^  w  •  * 

flight  ulcers,"  about  two  years  before,  on 
the  glaiis,  which  wero  foon  cured, "  and  he 
never  had  any  conapjaint  after :  Hovvever, 

»  f  I  *  * 

as  he^'underwent  no  regular  treatment  for 
»  ♦ 

them'  another  gentleman  and  d  were  of 
opinion  that  he  poxed  his  wife,  notwith- 


ftanding 
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ftandinghis  having  no  external  appearance, 
I  put  her  through  a  courfe  of  mercurial 
fridtions,  and  in  five  weeks  file  was  well. 
I  never  heard  the  leaft  complaint'  f^om 
either  party  fince.  •  .  . 


T  *  .  f  . 
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O  F.  this  the  following  inftanee  is  a  nie? 
lancholy  proof* 


CASE  III. 


A  Young  girl  of  eighteen,  on  her  firfl: 
eflay,  contradled  fome  venereal  fores,  ex¬ 
tremely  painful,  about  the  labia,  which 
were  greatly  fwelled.  As  flie  was  /6f  a  full 
fanguine  habit  of  body,  I  advifed  that, 
previous  to  putting  her  on  any  courfe  of 
adtive  mercurials,  ihe  fliould  undergo  the 
general  antiphlogiftic  preparation  3  by  which 

means 
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means,  both  the  pain  and  inflammation 
would  have  gradually  fubfided,  and  mer¬ 
cury  be  adminiltered  without  any  danger¬ 
ous  confequences  :  But  this  advice  was 
not  followed ;  for  (he  was  immediately  put 
on  a  CQurfe  of  mercurial  friftions,  and  the 
fores  were  every  day  drefled  with  mercu¬ 
rial  ointment.  The  event  was  that  every 
fymptom  rapidly  encreafed ;  fo  that,  in 
about  fifteen  days  after,  I  found  her  one 
of  the  moft  loathfome  objefts  I  ever  be¬ 
held:  All  the  labia,  perineum,  &c.  in  a 
frightful  gangrene,  and  fuch  a  flench 
came  from  the  parts,  as  was  intolerable^ 
She  died  the  next  day. 


r 
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NOTE  III.  p.  8l, 

I  HAVE  at  prefent  a  ftriking  inftanGC 
of  this  under  my  care. 

CASE  IV. 


A  MAN  aged  forty  feven,  who  had  a 
clap  eight  years  ago,  unattended  with  any 
particular  circumftance,  about  fix  years 
after,  began  to  make  urine  with  difficulty, 
and  in  a  fmaller  ftream  than  ufual ; 
Lafl:  September,  he  had  fome  fmall  ab- 

fcefles  appear,  from  time  to  time,  about 
the  perineum  and  one  fide  of  the  anus, 
from  which  after  burfting,  his  urine 
dripped  away.  When  he  applied  to  me, 
about  two  months  ago,  I  found  the  un¬ 
der  part  of  the  fcrotum,  perineum,  and 
one  fide  of  the  anus,  extremely  enlarg¬ 
ed  and  callous,  and  befet  with  five  or 
fix  fiftulous  holes,  by  which  mofl:  of  his 
urine  pafled,  very  little  coming  the  na¬ 
tural  way. 


After 
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After  tifing  the  fuppurative  bougie  for 
fome  time,  by  which  I  procured  an  abun¬ 
dant  fuppuri^tiori,  the  ftriftures  were  fo  far 
removed,  as  to  admit  the  introdu6lion  of 
Petit’s  catheter  in  the  figure  of  S  which  I 
covered  with  the  bougie  plaifter:  This 
procured  every  advantage  which  muft  arife 
from  drawing  off  the  water  the  natural  way, 
and  hindering  it  from  dripping  through  the 
fiftulae.  It  is  furprifing  to  think  how  foon 
the  enlargement  began  to  fubfide,  and  the 
callbfities  to  be  melted  down,  I  took  the’ 
precaution,  during  the  ufe  of  the  bougies, 
to  put  him  on  a  light  courfe  of  mercurial 
friftions,  applied  only  to  the  legs. 

All  the  enlargement  and  callofities  are 
at  prefent  totally  vanifhed^  he  makes  water 
in  a  full  ftream,  and  at  the  time  there  ap¬ 
pears  only  the  fmalleft  ouzing  from  one  of 
the  fiftulae.  I  keep  him  to  the  ufe  of  the 
epulotic  bongies;,  the  largeft  of  which  he 
paffes'  with  the  gre'ateft  eafe;  and  I  have 
every  probability  that  he  will  fhortly  be  per- 
feftly  WelL 

NOTE 
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NOTE  IV.  p.  83. 

The  following  cafe  is  a  curious  inftance 
of  this ;  and  I  lhall  infert  the  other,  as  be¬ 
ing  fomewhat  fimilan 


CASE  V. 


July  the  4tli,  177^?. 

A  MAN  aged  twenty  fix  came  to  the 
hofpital  in  order  to  be  tapped.  On  exa¬ 
mining  him,  I  found,  that,  about  ten 
months  before,  he  had  been  falivated  for 
the  venereal  difeafe,  which  he  contrasted 
from  his  wife,  who  was  infeSled  by  a 
nurfe  child :  his  fymptoms.  at  that  time, 
were  large  flefhy  excrefcences :  Although 
he  rubbed  but  two  drachms  of  ointment, 
every  third  night  5  yet  it  took  foon  to  his 
mouth,  and  fwelled  him  amazingly,  fo 
that  he  did  not  rub  eight  drachms  in  all : 
However  his  complaints"  all  vanilhed,  and 
he  was  difeharged,  feemingly  cured,  at  the 
end  of  five  weeks.  From  that  time,  I 

did 
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did  not  fee  him,  until  he  prefehted  himfelf 
vaftly  big  with  the  afcites :  He  told  me 
that,  fome  time  after  he  left  the  hofpital, 
he  was  feized  with  a  quartan  ague^  in 
confequence  of  which  he  became  dropficaL 
I  am  fure  he  had,  at  leaft,  twelve  quarts 
of  water  in  him,  w^as  extreamely  thirfty, 
^uite  emaciated,  and  made  little  or  no 
urine. 

On  conlidering  that,  when  he  was  in  the 
hofpital  before,  the  mercury  took  fo  fud- 
denly  to  his  mouth,  that  there  was  not 
a  fufhcient  quantity  introduced  to  cure 
him ;  and  that  although  he  had  no  appa¬ 
rent  fymptom  of  any  venereal  taint,*  yet  it 
was  more  than  probable  the  p refen t  com- 
plainttook  it’s  rife  fromit;  I  determined,  juft 
as  I  was  about  to  tap  him,  to  try  mercury 
once  again :  But  firft  I  gaive  him  five  grains 
of  calomel  for  two  nights  fuccefiively,  and 
purged  it  off  with  the  pulv.  cathar.  I  found 
it  agreed  well  with  him,  and  put  by  the 
aguifh  paroxifm. 

After  this  I  removed  him  into  the 
flux-ward,  and  adminiftered  the  un6lion 

gradually 
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gradually,  at  a  drachnl  each  time:  He 
fpit  copioufly  and  urined  abundantly: 
When  he  had  rubbed  for  about  eight  days, 
all  his  fymptoms,  thirft  See,  difappeared  •, 
his  belly  became  of  a  natural  fize,  in  about 
four  weeks  s  and  he  gained  ftrength,  and 
was  difeharged  the  hofpital  in  about  fix, 
to  appearance  perfeftly  cured.  I  gave  him 
fome  deobftruent  pills  to  take  home  with 
him,  by  way  of  precaution. 


CASE  VI. 


1772. 


WOMAN  came  to  the  hofpital,  big 
with  an  afeites  :  Her  hufband,  a  mufician, 
died  fome  time  before  of  a  pocky  he6lic : 
She  herfelf,  before  this  time,  had  been 
treated  for  venereal  complaints.  Her  bel¬ 
ly  was  very  big,  and  the  navel  inflamed ; 
fo  that,  at  night,  it  burft,  and  difeharged 
a  great  quantity  of  water:  However,  as 
there  was  much  remaining,  fhe  was  tap¬ 
ped,  and  difearged  eight  quarts  of  water, 
that  was  muddy,  and  feemed  as  if  there 


I 


were 
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were  feces  mixed  among  it.  The  next 
day,  fhe  took  a  purging,  which  refembled 
the  water  difcharged  by  tapping,  attended 
with  fevere  gripes.  She  had  fome  dofes 
of  rhubarb  from  time  to  time.  The  purg¬ 
ing  fubfided,  and  fhe  gained  ftrength.  I 
then  put  her  on  a  courfe  of  mercurial 
friftions,  by  which  means  all  her  dropfi- 
cal  complaints  were  removed,  and  fhe  was 
perfectly  cured. 


CASE 
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»  -  * 

I  SHALL  produce  the  following, 
among  many  others,  as  an  in  inftance  of 
this. 


CASE  Vli. 


A 

-/l.  YOUNG  geritlemah,  fubjeft  to  a 
fpitting  of  blood,  and  palpitations  of  the 
heart,  in  his  firfl:  effay,  got  a  fmall  ulcer 
under  the  frenum.  He  applied  immedi¬ 
ately,  and,  for  two  months,  took  a  va- 
-  riety  of  mercurials  without  any  effeft  on 
the  ulcer :  Mercur.  calcinat.  and  the  de- 
co61:ion  of  farfaparilla  was  what  was  chief¬ 
ly  ordered.  The  tonlils  now  became  en-* 
largedj  and  he  applied  to  me.  He  feemed 
a  bad  fubjeft  for  mercurials,'  being  highly 
fcorbutic.  After  ten  days  previous  prepa¬ 
ration,  he  began  with  the  mercurial  fric¬ 
tions,  a  drachm  every  fecond  night,  and 
continued  them  fo  for  ten  days,  after 
which  he  had  a  drachm  and  an  half. 
Neither  the  fmall  ulcer,  nor  tonfils,  grew 

I  2  better ; 
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better ;  the  latter  were  very  large,  and  in 
the  clefts  were  fmall  bits  like  fuet,  which 
I  took  out  from  time  to  time  j  and  after 
eight  weeks,  all  the  progrefs  I  made  was 
that  the  tonfils  became  lefs  t  The  laft 
fortnight,  he  took  three  half  pints  a  day 
of  decoftion  of  farfaparilla  and  bark, 
with  fome  drops  of  Huxham's  antimonial 
wine  in  each  draught.  I  found  mercury 
would  not  do ;  and  latterly  obferved  that, 
the  night  after  rubbing,  the  ulcer  and 
tonfils  were  remarkably  worfe. 

I  DETERMINED  to  leavc  ofF  mercuiy, 
and  had  him  walhed  out :  The  little  ulcer 
healed  with  a  lotion  of  the  facchar.  faturn. 
in  water,  and  the  tonfils  grew  gradually 
better  :  They  remained  enlarged  for  fome  - 
time,  but  as  he  came  to  his  ftrength 
and  flefh,  they  fubfided,  and  all  venereal 
appearances  vaniflied.  He  has  continued 
ever  fince  perfeftly  well. 

I  AM  fure  that  if  I  perfifted  to  rub 
him,  in  hopes  of  having  his  complaints 
fubdued,  he  would  have  funk  under  the 
treatment. 


NOTE 
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NOTE  VI.  p.  98. 


I  SHALL  bring  the  following  inftance 
as  a  proof,  that  the  worft  fpecies  of  pox 
may  be  cured,  in  fix  weeks,  by  rubbing 
three  ounces  and  an  half  of  mercurial 
ointment. 


CA  SE  VIII. 


May  1778. 


GENTLEMAN,  aged  thirty  fix,  lay 
for  fome  nights  with  a  girl,  who  recently 
came  out  of  a  falivation.  In  fome  days 
after,  all  the  infide  of  his  mouth  was 
fpeckled  over  with  fmall  ulcers,  which  cau- 
fed  the  mpft  profufe  falivation  I  ever  faw, 
attended  with  the  fevered:  fweats ;  fo  that, 
in  the  courfe  of  three  weeks,  he  was  melt- 
ed  down  from  a  robuft  man  to  a  mere 


Ikeleton : 
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fkeleton :  His  foreteeth,  with  the  alveoli, 
dropped  out,  and  he  broke  out  all  over  in 
venereal  puftules,  and  the  cornea  of  one 
eye  became  vaftly  thickened.  He  was  a 
very  hard  liver,  and  fubjeft  befides  to  fcor- 
butic  eruptions. 

In  the  beginning,  he  had  the  bark  in 

decoftion,  an  ppiate  at  night,  and  gargles 

of  decodfion  of  farfaparilla,  to  which  w^^ 

added  thirty  grains  of  corrofive  fublimate 

to  a  quart.  The  fweats  and  the  fpitting 

diminifhed. 

•  \ 

jft 

As  he  was  fo  much  exhaufted,  I  judged 
inoft  prudent  to  fend  him  into  the  coun¬ 
try,  before  any  farther  adminiftration  of 
mercury  toqk  place :  He  remained  there 

for  three  weeks,  and  drank  the  goat’s 

-  \ 

whey  ;  but  the  puftules,  that  entirely  co¬ 
vered  his  furface,  becarne  ulcers,  attended 
with  pains  in  his  limbs,  and  the  moft  pro- 
fufe  fweats  I  ever  faw;  and  the  left  eye 
had  the  cornea  thickened,  fo  that  he  could 
not  fee,  and  matter  was  forming  behind 
it.  He  was  fo  weak  that  he  could  hardly 

ftand. 

(• 
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As  there  was  no  time  to  lofe,  I  imme¬ 
diately  put  him  on  a  decoftion  of  farfapa- 
rilla  and  bark,  and  rubbed  him  with  a 
drachm  of  mercurial  ointment,  every  two 
nights  fucceffively,  refting  the  third  night, 
fometimes  oftener.  As  the  mercury  got  in, 
his  fweats  began  to  diminifh,  and  he  came 
to  his  appetite  fo  faff,  that  at  laft  he  had  a 
voracious  one  5  his  fpitting  alfo  fubfided, 
and  fome  of  the  fockets  of  his  teeth  came 
gradually  away,  and  in  the  courfe  of  fix 
weeks  he  was  entirely  cured. 

What  deterred  me  at  firft,  from  imme¬ 
diately  adminiftering  the  friftions,  was  the 
profufe  fpitting  and  fweats ;  but  I  am  now 
convinced  that  mercury  was  the  only  fpeci- 
fic  to  cure  both.  This  man  was  raifed, 
from  a  ftate  of  general  putrefaflion,  to 
health  and  vigour;  for  under  the  treatrnent 
he  gained  both  flefli  and  ftrength. 


NOTE 


.  c 
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NOTE  VII.  p.  103. 

»  ^  .  K  .  i 

"  THE  following  cafes  were  inferted  in  the 
Edinburgh  Medical  Cornmentaries,  but  as 
they  are  extremely  applicable  to  the  prefent 
fubjeft,  I  fhair  reproduce  them  here. 


.  .  C  A  S  ^  E  IX, 

/  f 

A  YOUr^G  Gentleman,  fome  time  in 
1772^  contrafted  a  clap,  for  which,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  he  underwent  no  regular  treatment. 
Three  months  after,  he  came  to  me  for 
advice,  about  an  afcfcefs  on  the  verge  of  the 
anus :  He  told  me  that,  before  it  appeared, 
he  had  a  fwelling  in  the  groin,  which  went 
back.  As  the  abfeefs  was  full  of  matter, 
I  opened  it ;  and  finding  the  reftum  thin 
and  bare,  I  fimply  divided  it.  Every  thing 
went  on  well.  After  the  fuppuration  was 

completely 


( 
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completely  formed,  as  there  was  a  ftrong 
prefumption  he  was  poxed,  I  advifed  him 
to  rub  in  a  drachm  of  mercurial  ointment 
every  fecond  night ;  but  with  this  he  would 
not  comply  5  fo  I  put  him  on  a  courfe  of 
the  mercurial  pill,  with  a  decoftion  of  far- 
faparrilla.  In  three  weeks,  he  feemed  quite 
well ;  but  then  he  Ihewed  me,  for  the  firft 
time,  three  or  four  warts  he  had  behind 
the  glans  penis.  I  rubbed  them  down 
with  lunar  cauftic,  and  enjoined  him  to  ufe 
the  pills  and  decoftion,  at  leaft  three  weeks 
more.  He  followed  my  advice,  and  the 
warts  difappeared.  After  that,  he  went 
into  the  country,  where  he  foon  recovered 
his  former  habit  of  body. 

Four  months  after,  he  came  to  me,  and 
(hewed  me  the  warts  grown  again  5  but 
faid  he  never  enjoyed  better  health,  and 
would  take  no  medicine,  but  begged  I 
would  give  him  fome  cauftic,  which  I  did ; 
and  thereby  he  occafionally  took  them 
down,  and  continued  in  perfect  health  for 
a  year,  from  the  time  I  firft  had  the  care 
of  him.  But  then  another  abfcefs,  fimilar 
to  the  firft,  appeared  on  the  other  fide  of 

the 
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the  anus,  whieh  I  opened  in  the  fame 
manner  I  had  done  before,  t 

Another  gentleman,  of  the  profelTion 
was  now  called  in,  and,  in  confultation, 
was  of  opinion  the  patient  was  ftill  poxed, 
and  that  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  he 
fhould  be  falivated.  I  urged  that,  although 
there  was  a  probability  it  might  be  fo,  yet 
as  I  had  often  feen  warts  remain  after  re¬ 
peated  falivatioms,  when  it  might  be  pre¬ 
fumed  the  virus  was  fubdued  and  the  com¬ 
plaint  but  local,  and,  as  our  patient  had, 
at  prefent,  a  dry  bulky  cough  and  hoarfe^ 
nefs,  it  would  be  better  to  treat  him  in  a 
more  gentle  manner,  and  wait  the  effeft. 
This  advice  was  not  received,  and  his 
friends  put  him  under  the  care  of  the  other 
gentleman,  who  removed  him  to  a  nurfe- 
keeper’s,  where  he  had  him  nine  weeks  in 
a  falivation.  His  fore  foon  healed,  but  the 
warts  remained  unaltered ;  his  ftrength 
was  much  exhaufted,  and,  the  laft  week, 
he  began  to  fpit  blood.  It  was  now  found, 
although  too  late,  that  mercurials  would 
not  do  ;  and,  as  the  laft  refoiirce,  he  w^as 
fent  to  Wicklow,  it  being  the  beginning 

of 
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of  May,  to  drink  goat’s  whey  :  But  fpit-^ 
ting  of  pus  foon  fucceeded  to  that  of 
blood,  attended  with  a  conftant  pain  in 
the  breaft,  colliquative  fweats,  purgings 
at  times,  &e.  Three  weeks  before  he  died, 
I  faw  him,  and  he  fliewed  me  the  warts 
ftill  unchanged.  He  died,  to  the  laft  de¬ 
gree  confumptive,  in  Auguft, 


CASE,  X, 


In  1772,  a  young  man  about  twqnty-one 
or  twenty-two,  in  company  with  feme 
other  young  men,  being  all  drunk,  lay 
with  a  common  proftitute :  They  were  all 
difeafed  in  confequence.  He  had  a  trouble- 
fome  heat  in  making  urine,  but  no  run¬ 
ning,  and  foon  after,  a  number  of  warts 
appeared  on  the  glans  and  behind  it.  He 
went  from  one  praftitioner  to  another  in 
the  country,  and  took  a  variety  of  mercu¬ 
rials,  without  any  alteration,  but  when  he 
took  them  down  by  cauftic  5  which  pro¬ 
duced  but  a  temporary  effeft,  as  they  foon 

fprung 
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fprung  up  afrefh.  He  at  laft  came  up  to 
Dublin  to  have  my  advice:  He  had  now 
been  for  a  year  difeafed,  and  never  had 
any  other  venereal  appearance  5  his  con- 
ftitution  feemed  only  affefted  by  the  great 
quantity  of  medicine  he  had  taken, 

As  there  feemed  to  be  no  doubt  of  his 
being  poxed,  the  different  treatments  he 
undervv^ent  having  been  by  no  means  regu¬ 
lar,  I  advifed  him  to  ftay  under  my  care 
for  fome  time,  to  which  he  confented,  I 
began  with  bleeding  and  gentle  purging, 
and  put  him  on  a  foft  mild  diet,  &c.  and 
made  him  take  the  warm  bath.  After 
twelve  days  preparation,  during  which 
time  he  bathed  twelve  times,  I  began  with 
the  mercurial  fridlions,  ufing  only  a  drachm 
of  ointment  each  time,  and  continued 
them  fo  as  not  to  let  the  mercury  afFe6t  his 
mouth ;  the  warts  were  left  without  any 
application,  to  wait  the  event.  In  fix 
weeks,  not  finding  them  likely  to  go  oft*,  I 
rubbed  them  with  the  lunar  cauftics  but 
in  a  little  time  they  grew  up  as  bigas  ever. 

I  then  had  recourfe  to  the  lapis  infernalis, 
and  made  the  whole  interior  part  of  the 

prepuce 
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prepuce  and  exterior  of  the  glans  flough 
off ;  but  ftill  they  grew  up  again  ;  and 
after  he  had  been  under  my  care  for  ten 
weeks,  during  which  time  he  rubbed  in 
five  ounces  of  ointment,  by  the  two  lafl:  of 
which  I  made  him  fpit,  to  fee  the  effect,  I 
was  obliged  to  fend  him  into  the  country, 
in  danger  of  a  he6tic,  the  warts  being  as 
large  as  ever. 

With  goat's  whey,  and  a  milk  diet,  he 
recovered  in  a  fhort  time  y  but  the  uneafi- 
nefs  of  mind  he  fuffered  made  him  apply 
to  praftitioners  in  the  country,  when  he 
took,  as  he  told  me,  a  vaft  quantity  of  pills, 
&c.  He  came  up  to  Dublin  once  more, 
after  being  ten  months  in  the  country  :  It 
was  in  June,  and  he  was  much  in  the 
fame  fituation  as  when  I  firft  faw  him,  af¬ 
fected  with  no  other  complaint  but  the 
warts.  In  confultation  with  two  gentle¬ 
men  of  the  profeffion,  it  was  agreed  he 
fhould  pafs,  after  the  neceffary  preparati¬ 
ons,  through  a  courfe  of  friClions,  which 
was  continued  for  eight  weeks,  without 
having  much  effeCl  on  his  mouth.  What 

moft 
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moft  encouraged  us  was  that,  the  firfl:  four 
weeks,  the  warts  feemed  to  wither  and  drop 
off ;  but  in  the  latter  end  they  grew  up 
afrefh.  We  tried  every  kind  of  efcarotic, 
ftrong  and  weak,  thofe  mentioned  in  the 
Medical  Obfervations,  mercurial  purges, 
&c.  to  no  purpofe.  At  length  we  left  them 
off,  and  put  him  on  the  extraft  of  cicuta, 
and  a  light  deco6lion  of  bark^ 

He  now  began,  after  four  months  front 
the  time  he  came  up  to  town,  to  grow  weak, 
fweat  at  night,  and  fpit  fome  blood  :  He 
was  very  much  emaciated,  and  loft  his  ap- 
tite;  his  legs  fwelled,  and  his  pulfe  was 
extremely  quick.  Recourfe  was  had,  in 
vain,  to  affes  milk,  Seltzer  water,  Peruvian 
bark,  &c.  He  went  to  the  country,  in 
-Oftober  1774,  and  died  confumptive,  in 
December  following,  the  warts  remaining 
as  large  as  ever.  The  lungs,  in  both  thefe 
patients,  feemed  to  be  the  parts  chiefly  af- 
fefted. 

A  Gentleman  of  eminence  in  the  pro- 
feffion  has  lately  communicated  to  me  two 

cafes 
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cafes  of  this  kind.  A  man,  who  had  no 
other  appearance  of  the  venereal  difeafe  but 
a  fmall  wart,  which  grew  out  of  the  mea¬ 
tus  urinarius,  yet  communicated  the  infec¬ 
tion  to  his  wife  in  a  more  virulent  degree  j 
for,  in  a  few  days  after  their  connexion, 
(he  began  to  complain^  and  warts  appeared 
on  the  labia.  They  both  paffed  through  the 
moft  regular  courfe  of  mercurial  friftions  : 
the  hufband,  during  the  time,  having  rub¬ 
bed  in  feven  ounces  and  a  half  of  mercurial 
ointment,  and  the  wife  five;  the  warts  were 
fumigated  with  cinnabar,  taken  down  by 
cauftics,  &c.  But  after  five  months  treat¬ 
ment,  which  proved  ineffeftual,  mercury 
was  obliged  to  be  laid  afide,  and  the  warts 
ftill  remain. 

It  is  in  thofe  cafes  that  I  have  found  the 
folution,'with  the  deco6lion  of  farfaparrilla, 
or  guaiacum,  extremely  effeftual  ;  .  but  I 
muft  own  I  prefer  the  latter.  In  three 
patients,  which  lately  occurred  to  me  in 
thofe  circumftances,  after  previoufly  pre¬ 
paring  them,  I  put  two  of  them  on  the 
folution,  with  the  decoftion  of  guaiacum, 

and 
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and  to  the  other  I  gave  that  of  farfaparilla. 
The  three  were  cured  in  the  courfe  of  fix 
weeks,  or  two  months  ;  but  I  obferved,  that 
the  warts  diafappeared  much  fooner  on  the 
two  that  drank  the  deco6lion  of  guaiacum. 

The  following  cafe  proves,  that  thofe 
appearances  may  fometimes  remain,  after 
repeated  mercurial  treatments,  as  local  af- 
feftions;  but  I  muft  confefs  they  are  al¬ 
ways  very  fufpicious. 


CASE 
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CASE  XI. 

A  COACHMAN,  after  fome  claps  not 
regularly  treated,  had  warts  behind  the 
glans,  and  at  the  opening  of  the  meatus 
urinarius.  He  applied  to  me,  at  St.  Ni¬ 
cholas’s  Hofpital,  in  1770,  where  he  was 
twice  falivated  that  year,  and  took  a  variety 
of  medicines  :  He  had  them  often  confumed 
by  cauftic  ;  but  ftill  they  are  at  prefent, 
1779,  as  big  as  they  were,  when  I  faw  them 
firft:  He  rubs  them  down,  from  time  to  time, 
with  lunar  cauftic,  is  ftrong  and  robuft, 
enjoys  excellent  health,  has  been  married 
thefe  feven  years,  and  has  had  three  healthy 
children.  The  wife  had  never  the  leaft 
complaint  5  and  he  has  taken  no  medicine 
fince  the  firft  year. 
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NOTE  VIII, 


THERE  is  a  method  of  introducing 
mercury,  by  rubbing  calomel  on  the  in- 
fide  of  the  mouth,  lately  propofed  by  Mr. 
Clare  and  recommended  by  Dr.  Hunter 
and  Mr.  Cruikfliank.  As  the  thought 
was  ingenious,  and  the  authorities  refpec- 
able,  I  refolved  to  give  it  a  fair  trial.  For 
that  purpofe,  I  fele6led  ten  patients  under 
different  circumftances  of  venereal  infedli- 
0113  but  all  of  them  had  either  chancrous 
ulcers  on  the  glans  penis,  or  ulcerated  bu¬ 
boes  3  cafes  in  which  we  find,  in  general, 
the  good  effefts  of  mercury  foon  become 
confpicuous.  I  fuperintended  their  rub¬ 
bing  from  three  to  five  grains  of  calomel, 
every  day  for  three  weeks,  on  the  infide 
of  the  mouth,  in  conformity  to  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  thofe  gentlemen.  It  feemed  to  me 
that  very  little,  if  any,  of  the  mercury  en¬ 
tered  the  fyftem,  except  what  the  patients 

were 
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were  obliged  to  fwallovv,  in  the  conftant 
flow  of  faliva,  that  the  rubbing  excited. 
Some  had  their  mouths  made  fore,  which 
appeared  the  effefl  of  the  conftant  fric¬ 
tion  ;  but  in  none  could  I  perceive  any 
amendment  in  their  feveral  complaints, 
and  fome  of  them  encreafed ;  fo  that  I  was 
obliged  to  give  over  this  mode  of  treat¬ 
ment,  and  adopt  another, 

I  PRESUME  that  if  we  have  a  mind  to 
try  the  effefls  of  calomel,  in  the  cure  of 
the  venereal  difeafe,  it  will  be  found  a 
much  more  eligible  method  to  give  it  in 
pills,  and  trufl:  to  the  abforbing  furface  of 
the  ftomach  for  it’s  introduftion  into  the 
fyflem. 
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